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1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE FINAL IMPLEMENTATION REPORT 

CCI 2014TC16RFCB003 
Title Interreg V-A Slovakia-Austria 
Version 2.0 
Reporting year 2026 
Date of approval of the final 
implementation report by the 
Monitoring committee 

22.05.2026 

2. OVERVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION 

The Final Implementation Report of the Interreg V-A Slovakia-Austria Cross-border Cooperation 
Programme (hereinafter referred to as “Programme”) has been prepared pursuant to Annex X of 
Commission implementing regulation (EU) 2015/207. The report is intended to give an overview of the 
activities that were undertaken in the frame of the end of the implementation process, starting from the 
year 2023. 

In 2023, the Programme closed 2 assessment rounds for Calls for Proposals (hereinafter referred to as 
“CfP”).  

On 25th January 2023, the 9th assessment round for CfP for PA1 was closed with one submitted project 
application in the total amount of 2,143,132.55 EUR. No other CfP for standard projects were opened in 
2023 and 2024.  

As for the CfP for the Technical Assistance (PA 5), the 3rd assessment round, which was opened on 22nd 

December 2022, was closed on 25th January 2023 with 2 submitted project applications in the amount of 
148,361.44 EUR from ERDF. The 4th assessment round for the CfP for the Technical Assistance (PA 5), 
which was opened on 18th July 2023, was closed on 18th August 2023 with 3 submitted project applications 
in the amount of 749,062.50 EUR from ERDF. The N+3 rule was successfully fulfilled in 2023. 

The Monitoring Committee for the programming period 2014-2020 on its meeting on 7th December 2022 
decided to prolong nine projects from PA1 to PA4 and one Technical Assistance project. During 2023 the 
JS closely monitored to review the implementation progress. The activities of the prolonged projects were 
completed until the end of 2023. During the monitored period, the Programme bodies had several TF 
meetings at which the JS gave a regular update on the prolonged projects, project spending, and audit 
results. 

In 2023, the Programme prepared parts I – VI of the Programme Implementation Manual for the 2021-
2027 programming period and on 30th of June 2023 opened the CfP for the 2021-2027 programming 
period. 

As for the publicity and communication activities, in June 2023, the Programme participated in “Streetfest” 
event organised by the Slovak Embassy in Vienna to present the Programme's activities to the public. In 
May 2024, the Programme was part of the Europe Day 2024 held in Bratislava to introduce the 



 

 

 

Programme's activities to the public. The Programme launched Instagram and LinkedIn accounts to raise 
awareness of Programme's activities and results of the supported projects to the public. In addition to the 
new social sites, the Programme kept the public informed through Facebook and website. The Keep 
database with project information was regularly updated. 

In 2023, three government audits were carried out on the Slovak side: 23-034 – system audit and audit of 
operations, 23-035 - audit of operations, and 23-037 - audit of final documentation. On the Austrian side 
six audits were carried out in 2023: 23-036-01- audit of operations, 23-036-02 - audit of operations, 23-
036-03 - audit of operations, 23-036-04 - audit of operations, 23-036-05 - audit of operations and 23-036-
06 - audit of operations. One government audit No 24-019 – audit of operations was carried out on the 
Slovak side in 2024. In 2024, on the Austrian side five audits were carried out: 24-020-01 - audit of 
operations, 24-020-02 - audit of operations, 24-020-03 - audit of operations, 24-020-04 - audit of 
operations and 24-020-05 - audit of operations. In 2025, one government audit was carried out on the 
Slovak side No 25-009 – audit of operations.  

The European Commission (EC) conducted an audit No DAC314AT1741 in October 2022 in the 
framework of the Austrian ERDF mainstream programme “Investment for growth and jobs Austria 2014-
2020” (CCI 2014AT16RFOP001) identifying an irregularity related to public procurement in the project 
“DREAM RRMC Vienna”. The EC services assumed that the Interreg V-A Slovakia-Austria programme 
was affected by the same deficiency and irregularity as the Austrian mainstream ERDF programme 
because it contributed to the same objectives with 25,90 % of the total eligible costs via its project “DREAM 
SK-AT”. 

The in-depth analysis carried out case-by-case revealed that the phenomenon indeed exists in the 
Interreg V-A Slovakia-Austria, but it can clearly be delimited to very few cases. Thus, no systemic error 
was detected in the framework of the programme Interreg V-A Slovakia-Austria. 

The Managing Authority in cooperation with the programme partners carried out corrective measures in 
the projects “DREAM SK-AT”, “VYSOMARCH” and “CULTURE ACROSS”. In the project “DREAM SK-
AT”, a correction of 25% on invoices connected to the contracts of the two companies concerned was 
applied and necessary financial corrective steps were undertaken in-line with the proposal of the Austrian 
ERDF mainstream Programme. In the projects “VYSOMARCH” and “CULTURE ACROSS”, corrective 
measures were applied in line with the case-by-case approach for the concerned expenditure. Thus, the 
resulting correction of 25% was applied on affected contracts and necessary financial corrective steps 
were undertaken. All irregularities resulting from the beforementioned audit findings have been settled. 

In total, cartel affected expenditure amounted to 7 571 990,06 EUR for Interreg V-A Slovakia-Austria 
programme and a 25% financial correction of 1 892 997,53 EUR was applied on the relevant expenditure 
declared to the EC. 

 

Reimbursement of funds 

Disbursement 

Disbursement on national level 



 

 

 

Cumulative expenditures approved by the Certifying Authority (hereinafter referred to as “CA”) as of 13th 
October 2025 amounted to 87,462,965.85 EUR, out of which 70,441,957.45 EUR from ERDF. 

As of 13th October 2025, the disbursement after deducting irregularities and recoveries from ERDF 
amounted to 81,783,600.19 EUR, which represents 107,76% proportion of ERDF of the total Programme 
allocation (75,892,681.00 EUR). 

Disbursement towards the EC 

As of 3rd February 2026, the CA declared expenditures in the total amount of 81,988,924.78 EUR from 
ERDF, which amounts to 108,03% of the Programme allocation. The declared amount, after considering 
Accounts is 81,432,582.67 EUR, which represents 107,30% of the total Programme allocation. 

Financial flows towards the EC 

As of 3rd February 2026, payments from the EC in the total amount of 75,112,913.98 EUR (after 
considering debit notes) were received by the Programme, with 779,767.02 EUR remaining to be paid out 
of the 100% allocation. The cumulative amount of interest generated is 84,632.58 EUR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Disbursement status of the Programme as of 3rd February 2026 in EUR: 
 

INTERREG  
V-A SK-AT 

Allocation  
Disbursement 
from allocation 

after deduction of 
irregularities 

Percentage of 
absorbed 
allocation  

Declared 
expenditure 

towards the EC 
after Accounts (all 
approved by CA) 

 
100% co-financing 
for the 7th, 8th, and 

10th accounting 
year taken into 

account 

Percentage of 
absorbed 

allocation (all 
approved by 

CA) 

Declared 
expenditure 

towards the EC 
after Accounts 

(SFC reduced by 
277,402.08 EUR) 

100% co-financing 
for the 7th, 8th, and 

10th accounting 
year taken into 

account 

Percentage of 
absorbed 

allocation (SFC 
reduced) 

Remains to be 
declared 
from the 

allocation 

National level Level towards the EC 

ERDF 

ERDF/ 
 for 7th, 8th and 10th 

accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

ERDF/ 
 for 7th, 8th and 10th 

accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

ERDF/ 
 for 7th, 8th and 10th 

accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

ERDF/ 
 for 7th, 8th 
and 10th 

accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

ERDF/ 
for 7th, 8th and 10th 
accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

ERDF/ 
for 7th, 8th and 10th 
accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

ERDF/ 
for 7th, 8th and 10th 
accounting year 
for all sources of 

funding 

Priority Axis 1 19,683,142.00 22,087,566.14 112.22% 22,072,136.02 112.14% 22,072,136.02 112.14% 0.00 

Priority Axis 2 29,376,079.00 31,852,147.02 108.43% 31,798,870.69 108.25% 31,798,870.69 108.25% 0.00 

Priority Axis 3 8,098,921.00 8,851,674.97 109.29% 8,852,028.13 109.30% 8,852,028.13 109.30% 0.00 

Priority Axis 4 14,180,979.00 13,478,215.97 95.04% 13,472,953.83 95.01% 13,472,953.83 95.01% 708,025.17 

Priority Axis 5 4,553,560.00 5,513,996.09 121.09% 5,513,996.08 121.09% 5,236,594.00 115.00% 0.00 

Total 75,892,681.00 81,783,600.19 107.76% 81,709,984.75 107.67% 81,432,582.67 107.30% 0.00 
Source: CA, MF SR 



 

 

 

Certification of expenditures and of Management and Control Systems 

No deficiencies were identified in the certification of expenditures at the CA level for the period from 
1st  January 2023 to 3rd February 2026. 

Irregularities and financial corrections 

As of 3rd February 2026, the CA permanently withdrew irregularities and recoveries in payment 
requests to the EC and Accounts totalling 3,527,454.46 EUR for all sources of funding (of which 
1,404,645.15 EUR was from ERDF). Temporarily excluded expenditure in the Accounts amounted to 
196,795.74 EUR for all sources of funding (of which 193,041.52 EUR was from ERDF), and a decision 
was taken on the eligibility or ineligibility of all this expenditure. 

Table: Overview of the amounts deducted at the level of the Priority Axis as of 3rd February 2026 in EUR: 

Priority 
Axis 

Amounts permanently 
deducted 

Amounts temporarily excluded from Accounts according to Art. 137 (2) 
CPR 

Amounts temporarily 
excluded 

Amounts re-declared 
towards EC 

Balance of amounts 
temporarily excluded 

Total Amount 
(w/o Pro-rata) 

ERDF 
Contribution 

Total 
Amount 

(w/o Pro-
rata) 

ERDF 
Contribution 

Total 
Amount 

(w/o Pro-
rata) 

ERDF 
Contributio

n 

Total 
Amount 

(w/o Pro-
rata) 

ERDF 
Contributio

n 

305010 2,674,774.77 1,038,159.06 171,767.63 171,767.63 171,767.63 171,767.63 0.00 0.00 

305020 622,452.79 170,782.34 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

305030 96,910.73 82,374.12 25,028.11 21,273.89 25,028.11 21,273.89 0.00 0.00 

305040 130,510.80 110,945.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

305050 2,805.37 2,384.56 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Total 3,527,454.46 1,404,645.15 196,795.74 193,041.52 196,795.74 193,041.52 0.00 0.00 
Source: CA, MF SR 

Implementation Process and Measures taken 

After a rather sluggish start of the Programme (with reasons explained in previous AIRs), MA together 
with Programme partners continued to follow the measures adopted in 2018 and in the following years 
(see AIR 2018). These measures were further developed and consistently applied also in 2023 (see 
chapter 5 in this FIR), which resulted in a steady progress in Programme implementation and successful 
achievement of Programme´s targets and commitments (e.g. N+3 rule for 2023). 

 

3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PRIORITY AXIS 

3.1 Overview of the implementation



 

 

 

ID Priority axis 
Key information on the implementation of the priority axis with 
reference to key developments, significant problems and steps 
taken to address these problems 

PA 1 
Contributing to 
a smart cross-
border-region 

As for the priority 1, the 9th assessment round of CfP opened at the end 
of 2022 and closed in January 2023. Within the 9th assessment round 1 
project application was submitted. Overall, 19,638 397.14 EUR from 
ERDF (99.77% of the PA 1 allocation) was allocated to 13 contracted 
projects selected by the MC. No more assessment rounds followed until 
the end of the reporting period. 
As of the date of calculations, exports, and preparation of the Final 
Implementation report, 13 projects were contracted within the PA 1 in the 
amount of 20,865,748.93 EUR from ERDF (106% of PA 1 allocation). 
All target values for the output indicators of both specific objectives 1.1 
and 1.2 of PA 1 were achieved by 2023. The percentage of performance 
of the output indicators 1b.1.3 (percentage of fulfilment: 869.60%) and 
1b.2.3 (percentage of fulfilment: 1,552.40%) significantly exceeded the 
target values due to increased projects' performance. As for the result 
indicator R1.1 of the specific objective 1.1, the target value was not 
achieved with the value being 2,5. The target value for the R1.2 result 
indicator of specific objective 1.2 for 2023 was not achieved, with the 
identified value being 2. The fulfilment of the result indicators was mostly 
influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic, early elections in Slovakia and 
staff changes within the departments responsible for the realisation of 
projects. 
Financial indicator (total expenditure certified to EC) for the PA 1 was 
fulfilled to 97.7% (achieved 22,623,283.45 EUR compared to the target of 
23,156,638.00 EUR). 
The final target (2023) for the key implementation step (number of 
contracted projects) was set on “9” projects. As the Programme 
contracted 13 projects, the final target was achieved. 

PA 2 

Fostering 
natural and 
cultural 
heritage and 
biodiversity 

Within the priority 2, overall, 8 assessment rounds of CfP were concluded. 
However, within the reporting period no more assessment round followed. 
Overall, 30,799,846.02 EUR from ERDF (104.85 % of the PA 2 allocation) 
was allocated to 21 projects selected by the MC, out of which 20 projects 
were contracted. In 2023, the implementation of the 7 prolonged projects 
was completed. 
As of the date of calculations, exports, and preparation of the Final 
Implementation report, 20 projects were contracted within the PA 2 in the 
amount of 32,083,812.46 EUR from ERDF (109% of PA 2 allocation). 
As for the specific objective 2.1 of PA 2, the target values of the output 
indicators 6c.1.2, 6c.1.3 and 6c.1.4 were achieved by 2023. Within these 
output indicators, 6c.1.3 output indicator excelled in particular with a 
percentage of fulfilment of 1,705.50% due to increased projects' 



 

 

 

ID Priority axis 
Key information on the implementation of the priority axis with 
reference to key developments, significant problems and steps 
taken to address these problems 
performance. The output indicator 6c.1.1 did not reach the set target value 
mostly due to the COVID-19 effect and investment-intensive projects with 
smaller partnerships. In 2023, the Programme successfully achieved the 
target values of all output indicators of the specific objective 2.2 due to 
increased projects' performance. As for the result indicator R2.1 of the 
specific objective 2.1, the target value was achieved with the monthly 
average of 26,067 persons passing the counting point “Freiheitsbrücke”. 
The 2023 target value of the result indicator R2.2 achieved the target 
value “9” by removing the major bottlenecks along the Alpine-Carpathian 
Corridor by 25%. 
Financial indicator (total expenditure certified to EC) for the PA 2 was not 
achieved. Only 32,584,345.62 EUR was certified, which represents 
94.28 % of the target value for 2023 – 34,560,093 EUR. 
The final target (2023) for the key implementation step (number of 
contracted projects) was set on “12” projects for IP 6c and “8” for IP 6d. 
As the Programme contracted 12 projects within 6c and 8 projects within 
6d, both final targets were achieved. 

PA 3 
Supporting 
sustainable 
transport 
solutions 

Within the priority 3, overall, 8 assessment rounds of CfP were concluded. 
Overall, 8,098,920.90 EUR from ERDF (100 % of the PA 3 allocation) was 
allocated to 2 projects selected by the MC, out of which both projects were 
contracted. In 2023, no more assessment rounds followed. In 2023, the 
implementation of the 1 prolonged project was completed.   
As of the date of calculations, exports, and preparation of the Final 
Implementation report, 2 projects were contracted within the PA 3 in the 
amount of 8,098,920.9 EUR from ERDF (100% of PA 3 allocation). 
As for the specific objective 3.1 of the PA3, the output indicators 7c.1.2 
and 7c.1.3 achieved the target value for 2023. The achievement of the 
target value of the output indicator 7c.1.1 was influenced by the financial 
and organisational complexity of projects, which implies that there was 
only a limited number of potential beneficiaries (almost exclusively from 
public sector) with the capacity to undergo such challenge. Additionally, it 
was partially influenced by the result of the referendum on The Morava 
River Bridge Project on the Austrian side. The referendum resulted in a 
negative response from local residents. The decision had a strong impact, 
and it was not possible to continue with the construction of the bridge at 
that time. However, within the Programme, VysoMarch cycle bridge was 
built. As for the result indicator R3.1, the target value for 2023 was 
achieved with an average capacity of 35,148 persons in public cross-
border transport. 



 

 

 

ID Priority axis 
Key information on the implementation of the priority axis with 
reference to key developments, significant problems and steps 
taken to address these problems 
Financial indicator (total expenditure certified to EC) for the PA 3 was not 
achieved. Only 8,998,219.94 EUR was certified, which represents 
94.44 % of the target value for 2023 – 9,528,143 EUR. 
The final target (2023) for the key implementation step (number of 
contracted projects) was set on “2” projects. As the Programme 
contracted 2 projects, the final target was achieved. 

PA 4 

Strengthening 
cross-border 
governance 
and 
institutional 
cooperation 

Within the priority 4, overall, 8 assessment rounds of CfP were concluded. 
Overall, 15,106,260.20 EUR from ERDF (106,52% of the PA 4 allocation) 
was allocated to 13 projects selected by the MC, out of which 12 projects 
were contracted. In 2023, no more assessment rounds followed. In 2023, 
the implementation of the 1 prolonged project was completed.   
As of the date of calculations, exports, and preparation of the Final 
Implementation report, 12 projects were contracted within the PA 4 in the 
amount of 15,512,932.96 EUR from ERDF (109% of PA 4 allocation). 
As for the specific objective 4.1 of the PA 4, the target values of all output 
indicators were achieved by 2023. Within these output indicators, 11.1.3 
output indicator excelled in particular with a percentage of fulfilment of 
1,610.00% due to increased projects' performance. As for the specific 
objective 4.2, the target values of the output indicators 11.2.1 and 11.2.2 
were achieved by 2023. The output indicator 11.2.3 did not reach the 
target value for 2023 because the projects partners addressed this topic 
within PA 1, where the output indicator 1b.2.3 reached 1,552.40%. As for 
the result indicator R4.1 of the specific objective 4.1, the 2023 target value 
was not achieved with value being 2. The target value of the result 
indicator R4.2 of the specific objective 4.2 was not achieved with value 
being 1,7. The fulfilment of both result indicators was mostly influenced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, early elections in Slovakia and staff changes 
within the departments responsible for the realisation of projects. 
Financial indicator (total expenditure certified to EC) for the PA 4 was not 
achieved. Only 13,896,432.74 EUR was certified, which represents 
83.29% of the target value for 2023 – 16,683,505 EUR. 
The final target (2023) for the key implementation step (number of 
contracted projects) was set on “13” projects. As the Programme 
contracted 12 projects, the final target was not achieved. 

PA 5 Technical 
assistance 

Overall, 4 assessment rounds of CfP were concluded. Overall, 
5,323,216.57 EUR from ERDF (116.90% of the PA 5 allocation) was 
allocated to 11 projects selected by the MC, out of which all 11 projects 
were contracted. In 2023, the implementation of the 1 prolonged project 
was completed.   



 

 

 

ID Priority axis 
Key information on the implementation of the priority axis with 
reference to key developments, significant problems and steps 
taken to address these problems 
As of the date of calculations, exports, and preparation of the Final 
Implementation report, 11 projects were contracted within the PA 5 in the 
amount of 5,091,676.57 EUR from ERDF (107% of PA 5 allocation). 
Regarding the specific objective 5.1 of the PA 5, the target values of all 
output indicators were achieved by 2023. The Programme successfully 
contracted and implemented 58 projects. The Programme did not define 
any result indicators for the priority PA 5 because the contribution of ERDF 
funds for technical assistance does not exceed 15,000,000 EUR. 

 



 

 

 

3.2 Common and programme specific indicators 

Tab 1: Result indicators (by priority axis and specific objective) 

Priority 
Axis 

Specific 
objective ID Indicators Unit Baseline 

value 
Baseline 

year 
Target 
value 
(2023) 20

14
 

20
15

 

20
16

 

20
17

 

20
18

 

20
19

 

20
20

 

20
21

 

20
22

 

20
23

 

Observations 

PA1 1.1 R1.1 
Intensity of cooperation of key 
actors in the programme area in 
order to strengthen the regional 
innovation system 

Ordinal 
scale, min 
1, max 7 

2.8 2014 
Increasing 
(qualitative 

target) 
    2.6  2.5 

  

2,5 

The reported data are lower 
than the target value because 
of the external factors mostly 

caused by the external factors.  
COVID-19 pandemic had 

significant negative effects on 
cooperation activities as visits 

between countries were 
impossible at that time. In 
addition, early elections in 

Slovakia were another of the 
external factors impacting the 

cross-border cooperation. 
Project staff changes as well 
as staff changes in project 

departments of the approached 
organizations in the course of 
the years of the Programme 
implementation affected the 

cross-border cooperation too. 
Changes in project staff 

influenced the responses 
collected through 

questionnaires, as these reflect 
the subjective assessments of 

individual respondents. 
Indicators based on 

perception-oriented survey 
data are inherently sensitive to 



 

 

 

Priority 
Axis 

Specific 
objective ID Indicators Unit Baseline 

value 
Baseline 

year 
Target 
value 
(2023) 20

14
 

20
15

 

20
16

 

20
17

 

20
18

 

20
19

 

20
20

 

20
21

 

20
22

 

20
23

 

Observations 

such contextual and personnel-
related factors, which may 

affect their comparability over 
time. In the subsequent 

programming period, result 
indicator data are derived 
primarily from the verified 

outputs and results of 
individual projects (operations), 
ensuring greater objectivity and 
consistency of measurement. 

1.2 R1.2 
Intensity of cooperation of key 
actors in the programme area in 
order to improve higher education 
and lifelong learning 

Ordinal 
scale, min 
1, max 7 

2.5 2014 
Increasing 
(qualitative 

target) 
    2.2  2.1 

  

2 

The reported data are lower 
than the target value because 
of the external factors mostly 

caused by the external factors.  
COVID-19 pandemic had 

significant negative effects on 
cooperation activities as visits 

between countries were 
impossible at that time. In 
addition, early elections in 

Slovakia were another of the 
external factors impacting the 

cross-border cooperation. 
Project staff changes as well 
as staff changes in project 

departments of the approached 
organizations in the course of 
the years of the Programme 
implementation affected the 

cross-border cooperation too. 
Changes in project staff 



 

 

 

Priority 
Axis 

Specific 
objective ID Indicators Unit Baseline 

value 
Baseline 

year 
Target 
value 
(2023) 20

14
 

20
15

 

20
16

 

20
17

 

20
18

 

20
19

 

20
20

 

20
21

 

20
22

 

20
23

 

Observations 

influenced the responses 
collected through 

questionnaires, as these reflect 
the subjective assessments of 

individual respondents. 
Indicators based on 

perception-oriented survey 
data are inherently sensitive to 
such contextual and personnel-

related factors, which may 
affect their comparability over 

time. In the subsequent 
programming period, result 
indicator data are derived 
primarily from the verified 

outputs and results of 
individual projects (operations), 
ensuring greater objectivity and 
consistency of measurement.     

PA2 

2.1 R2.1 
Monthly average of cyclists and 
pedestrians at the counting point 
"Freiheitsbrücke" (Morava/March) 

persons 15,066 2014 
Increasing 
(qualitative 

target) 
    21,020  13,732 

  
26,067  

2.2 R2.2 
Number of major bottlenecks along 
the Alpine-Carpathian Corridor 
which interrupt the wildlife corridor 

number 12 2014 
9 

(reduction 
by 25%) 

      N/A 

  

9 

D2 Ecoduct;  
the green bridge over the A3 

near Müllendorf;  
Alpine-Carpathian River 

corridor;  
ongoing expansion of the 

Marchegger Ostbahn 



 

 

 

Priority 
Axis 

Specific 
objective ID Indicators Unit Baseline 

value 
Baseline 

year 
Target 
value 
(2023) 20

14
 

20
15

 

20
16

 

20
17

 

20
18

 

20
19

 

20
20

 

20
21

 

20
22

 

20
23

 

Observations 

PA3 3.1 R3.1 Capacity in public cross-border 
transport on an average work day 

Total 
capacity in 

person 
30,700 2014 31,314     38,280  31,340 

  
 
35,148  

PA4 4.1 R4.1 
Intensity of cooperation of key 
actors in the programme area in 
order to strengthen institutional 
capacities 

Ordinal 
scale, min 
1, max 7 

2.9 2014 
Increasing 
(qualitative 

target) 
    2.2  2 

  

2 

The reported data are lower 
than the target value because 
of the external factors mostly 

caused by the external factors.  
COVID-19 pandemic had 

significant negative effects on 
cooperation activities as visits 

between countries were 
impossible at that time. In 
addition, early elections in 

Slovakia were another of the 
external factors impacting the 

cross-border cooperation. 
Project staff changes as well 
as staff changes in project 

departments of the approached 
organizations in the course of 
the years of the Programme 
implementation affected the 

cross-border cooperation too. 
Changes in project staff 

influenced the responses 
collected through 

questionnaires, as these reflect 
the subjective assessments of 

individual respondents. 
Indicators based on 

perception-oriented survey 
data are inherently sensitive to 
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such contextual and personnel-
related factors, which may 

affect their comparability over 
time. In the subsequent 

programming period, result 
indicator data are derived 
primarily from the verified 

outputs and results of 
individual projects (operations), 
ensuring greater objectivity and 
consistency of measurement.     

4.2 R4.2 
Intensity of cooperation of key 
actors in the programme area in 
order to strengthen the cooperation 
between educational institutions 

Ordinal 
scale, min 
1, max 7 

2.3 2014 
Increasing 
(qualitative 

target) 
    2.0  2.1 

  

1,7 

The reported data are lower 
than the target value because 
of the external factors mostly 

caused by the external factors.  
COVID-19 pandemic had 

significant negative effects on 
cooperation activities as visits 

between countries were 
impossible at that time. In 
addition, early elections in 

Slovakia were another of the 
external factors impacting the 

cross-border cooperation. 
Project staff changes as well 
as staff changes in project 

departments of the approached 
organizations in the course of 
the years of the Programme 
implementation affected the 

cross-border cooperation too. 
Changes in project staff 
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collected through 
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related factors, which may 
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Tab. 2: Common and programme specific output indicators (by priority axis, investment priority)1 
 

Pr
io

rit
y 

Ax
is 

 
ID Indicator (name of indicator) Measure-

ment unit 
Target 
value 
(2023) 

CUMULATIVE VALUE Observations (if necessary) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023  

PA1 

F 

1b.1.1 
No of organisations/entities 
participating in research & 
innovation related collaboration 
activities (P) 

number 25  0 0 0 2 4 

11  24 34 34 Value for completed projects: 34 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
136.00%** 

S 7 16 27 26 

F 
1b.1.2 

No of jointly developed major 
products & services related to 
research & innovation (P) 

number 5  0 0 0 0.1 0.2 
7.6 11.6 12.6 31 

Value for completed projects: 31 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 620%** S 15 22 28 28 

F 

1b.1.3 
No of participants in joint training 
schemes related to research & 
innovation (P) 

number 125  0 0 0 5 117 

552 780 963 1087 
Value for completed projects: 
1087 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
869.60%** 

S 445 500 500 500 

F 
1b.1.4 No of research facilities developed 

(P) number 1  0 0 0 0.1 2.2 
4.5 4.5 4.5 6 Value for completed projects: 6 

The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
600.00%** 

S 6 6 6 6 

F 

1b.1.5 No of new researchers in 
supported entities (EU) 

number in 
FTE 20  0 0 0 1 4 

2 2 2 40 Value for completed projects: 40 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
200.00%** 
 

S 2 32 32 32 

 
1 All data were obtained on the basis of the recalculation in ITMS2014+ from the 13th of October 2025 with the status as of the 13th of October 2025.   



 

  

F 
1b.1.6 

No of research institutions 
participating in cross-border 
projects (EU) 

number of 
organisations 6  0 0 0 0 0 

0 7 9 12 
Value for completed projects:12 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
200.00%** S 0 7 12 12 

F 

1b.2.1 
No of jointly developed major 
products & services related to 
higher education and lifelong 
learning (P) 

number 4  0 0 0 0 1 

1 2 6 14 Value for completed projects: 14 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
350.00%** 

S 2 14 14 14 

F 

1b.2.2 
No of institutions directly involved 
in cooperation aiming at better 
quality of higher education and 
lifelong learning (P) 

number 20  0 0 0 0 11 

13 15 30 53 Value for completed projects: 53 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
265.00%** 

S 14 53 53 53 

F 

1b.2.3 

Number of participants in joint 
education and training schemes to 
support youth employment, 
educational opportunities and 
higher and vocational education 
across borders (EU) 

persons 500  0 0 0 0 856 

1,862 3,644 6,955 7,762 
Value for completed projects: 
7,762 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
1,552.40%** 

S 4,050 5,120 5,120 5,120 

 
** 1b.1.1, 1b.1.2, 1b.1.3, 1b.1.4, 1b.1.5, 1b.1.6, 1b.2.1, 1b.2.2, 1b.2.3: Due to the increased projects’ performance, the actual achievement of outputs is higher than the set target values. Additionally, the overachievement 
of the set target values is related to the distribution of the financial allocation from the PA3 to other PAs in a way that they cover the needs of the region in accordance with Cooperation Programme. 
 
F = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs realized through projects [actual achievement of outputs] 
S = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs to be implemented through selected projects [forecasts provided by beneficiaries] 
Data source: ITMS2014+
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ID Indicator (name of indicator) Measure-

ment unit 
Target 
value 
(2023) 

CUMULATIVE VALUE Observations (if necessary) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023  

PA2 

F 
6c.1.1 

No of organisations/entities 
participating in cultural & natural 
heritage development (P) 

number 80  0 0 0 12 20 
36 40 47 74 Value for completed projects: 

74 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
92.50% S 46 46 63 63 

F 

6c.1.2 
No of jointly developed major 
products & services related to 
cultural & natural heritage 
development (P) 

number 50  0 0 0 2 7 

11 15 77 123 Value for completed projects: 
123 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
246.00%** 

S 97 97 126 125 

F 

6c.1.3 No of participants in joint training 
schemes (P) number 400  0 0 0 0 881 

961 1,32
7 5,292 6,822 Value for completed projects: 

6,822 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
1705.50%** 

S 3,855 3,85
5 3,945 3,945 

F 

6c.1.4 
Increase in expected number of 
visits at supported sites of 
cultural or natural heritage and 
attraction (EU) 

number 32,000  0 0 0 0 3,15
0 

6,115 6,65
7 25,337 488,787 Value for completed projects: 

488,787   
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
1527.46%** 

S 20,699 20,6
99 179,899 179,899 

F 

6d.1.1 
No of organisations/entities 
participating in the development 
of green infrastructures (P) 

number 34  0 0 0 0 11 

40 42 42 67 
Value for completed projects: 
67 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
197.06%** 

S 36 38 63 63 

F 6d.1.2 No of jointly developed major 
products & services related to number 25  0 0 0 8 13 24 33 44 60 Value for completed projects: 

60 



 

  

S 
ecological networks and green 
infrastructures (P) 58 60 63 63 

The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
240.00%** 

F 

6d.1.3 No of participants in joint training 
schemes (P) number 194 

 0 0 0 83 3,80
0 6,722 11,4

53 13,904 15,265 Value for completed projects: 
15,265 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
7,868.56%** 

S       10,460 10,5
10 10,550 10,550 

F 

6d.1.4 
Surface area of habitats 
supported to attain a better 
conservation status (EU) 

hectares 1,000  0 0 0 1.50 72.5 

35,609 
39,7
32.4

2 
54,732.4

2 66,758.09 
Value for completed projects: 
66,758.09 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 
6,675.81%** 

S 40,947 
41,1
19.7

0 
41,119.7

0 41,119.7 

 
*** 6c.1.2, 6c.1.3, 6c.1.4, 6d.1.1, 6d.1.2, 6d.1.3, 6d.1.4: Due to the increased projects’ performance, the actual achievement of outputs is higher than the set target values. Additionally, the overachievement of the set 
target values is related to the distribution of the financial allocation from the PA3 to other PAs in a way that they cover the needs of the region in accordance with Cooperation Programme. 
 
F = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs realized through projects [actual achievement of outputs] 
S = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs to be implemented through selected projects [forecasts provided by beneficiaries] 
Data source: ITMS2014+
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ID Indicator (name of indicator) Measure-

ment unit 
Target 
value 
(2023) 

CUMULATIVE VALUE Observations (if necessary) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023  

PA3 

F 
7c.1.1 

No of organisations/entities participating 
in the development of environment-
friendly and low-carbon transport 
systems (P) 

persons 23  0 0 0 0 0 
0 2 2 8 Value for completed projects: 8 

The target value has not been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 34.78%* S 0 2 9 8 

F 
7c.1.2 

No of jointly developed major products 
& services related to environment-
friendly and low-carbon transport 
systems (P) 

number 12  0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 3 12 Value for completed projects: 12 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 100.00% S 0 2 12 12 

F 
7c.1.3 No of participants in joint training 

schemes (P) number 175  0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 7 227 Value for completed projects: 227 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 129.71%** S 0 0 77 57 

 
* 7c.1.1: was influenced by the financial and organisational complexity of projects, which implies that there was only a limited number of potential beneficiaries (almost exclusively from public sector) with the capacity 
to undergo such challenge. Additionally, it was partially influenced by the result of the referendum on The Morava River Bridge Project on the Austrian side. The referendum resulted in a negative response from local 
residents. The decision had a strong impact, and it was not possible to continue with the construction of the bridge at that time. However, within the Programme, VysoMarch cycle bridge was built. 
** 7c.1.3: Due to increased projects’ performance and/or interest for implementation of projects within the Specific Objective, the actual achievement of outputs (F) and/or the achievement of outputs to be implemented 
through selected projects (S) is higher than the target value. 
 
F = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs realized through projects [actual achievement of outputs] 
S = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs to be implemented through selected projects [forecasts provided by beneficiaries] 
Data source: ITMS2014+
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ID Indicator (name of indicator) Measure-

ment unit 
Target 
value 
(2023) 

CUMULATIVE VALUE Observations (if necessary) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023  

PA4 

F 
11.1.1 

No of organisations/entities 
participating in institutional 
cooperation (P) 

number 80  0 0 0 23 152 
172 214 265 307 Value for completed projects: 307 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 383.75%** 

S 61 128 128 128 

F 
11.1.2 

No of jointly developed major 
products & services related to 
institutional cooperation, integrated 
frameworks and planning tools (P) 

number 8  0 0 0 0 3.5 
3.8 8.8 16.9 29.252 Value for completed projects: 29.25 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 365.63%** S 18 31 31 31 

F 
11.1.3 No of participants in joint training 

schemes (P) number 200  0 0 0 0 938 
1,396 2,122 2,457 3,220 Value for completed projects: 3,220 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 1,610.00%** 

S 2,457 2,507 2,507 2,507 

F 
11.2.1 

No of jointly developed major 
products & services related to pre-
primary and primary education (P) 

number 5  0 0 0 0 0 
0 4 4 6 Value for completed projects: 6 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 120.00%** S 4 4 6 6 

F 
11.2.2 

No of educational institutions directly 
involved in cooperation at pre-primary 
and primary level of education (P) 

number 25  0 0 0 97 116 
116 116 239 239 Value for completed projects: 239 

The target value has been achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 956.00%** S 116 116 239 239 

 
2 The measurable indicator 111.2 No of jointly developed major products & services related to institutional cooperation, integrated frameworks and planning tools was fulfilled to 29,25 because of the 
project “305041AJK1 - baum_cityregion: príprava inštitucionalizácie funkčného cezhraničného mestského regiónu Bratislava - okolie / baum_cityregion: Gründungsvorbereitung für eine funktionale, 
grenzüberschreitende Stadtregion Bratislava-Umland”. By the end of the project implementation, the measurable indicator in question was fulfilled to the value of 1,25. After the end of the project 
implementation, the project partnership managed to fulfil the planned project indicator to the target value of 2, in form of the signed Partnership Agreement on the international cooperation. 
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ID Indicator (name of indicator) Measure-

ment unit 
Target 
value 
(2023) 

CUMULATIVE VALUE Observations (if necessary) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023  

F 

11.2.3 

Number of participants in joint 
education and training schemes to 
support youth employment, 
educational opportunities and higher 
and vocational education across 
borders (EU) 

number 625 

 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Value for completed projects: 0  
The target value has not been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 0.00%* S       0 0 0 0 

 
*. 11.2.3 did not reach the target value because the projects partners addressed this topic within PA 1, where the output indicator 1b.2.3 reached 1,552.40%. 
** 11.1.1, 11.1.2, 11.1.3, 11.2.1, 11.2.2: Due to the increased projects’ performance, the actual achievement of outputs is higher than the set target values. Additionally, the overachievement of the set target values is 
related to the distribution of the financial allocation from the PA3 to other PAs in a way that they cover the needs of the region in accordance with Cooperation Programme. 
 
F = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs realized through projects [actual achievement of outputs] 
S = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs to be implemented through selected projects [forecasts provided by beneficiaries] 
Data source: ITMS2014+
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ID Indicator (name of 
indicator) 

Measure-
ment unit 

Target value 
(2023) 

CUMULATIVE VALUE Observations (if necessary) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023  

PA5 

F 
5.1.1 No of projects committed 

and successfully closed (P) number 53  0 0 0 0 1 
2 3 9 39 Value for completed projects: 39  

Percentage of fulfilment: 73.58%* 
 S 53 53 53 53 

F 

5.1.2 Number of major publicity 
events (P) number 

8 (1 per year in 
the period 

2015-2022) 
 0 0 1 5 7 

10 10 12 20 Value for completed projects: 203 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 250.00%** 
 

S 12 13 13 18 

F 

5.1.3 
Number of compulsory 
information events for 
beneficiaries at project start 
(P) 

number 
10 (2 per year 
in the period 
2015-2019) 

 0 0 1 5 9 

13 17 20 27 Value for completed projects: 27 
The target value has been 
achieved. 
Percentage of fulfilment: 270.00%** 
 

S 17 17 17 24 

F 
5.1.4 

Number of employees 
(FTEs) whose salaries are 
co-financed by TA (EU) 

number in 
FTE 18  0 0 9.7 12.9 14.035 

16.167 16.775 17.942 16.91
11 Value for completed projects: 

16.91114 
Percentage of fulfilment: 93.95% S 14.450 14.450 14.450 14.00

00 
 
* As per the ITMS2014+ code list the calculation type for the measurable indicator ”No. of projects committed and successfully closed” is set to the “Maximal value” from the values stated in individual projects in this 
PA. The actual calculated total achieved value of the number of completed projects within the Programme is 58 which represents the fulfilment of the indicator in question at 109,43 %. 
**5.1.2, 5.1.3: Due to the increased projects’ performance, the actual achievement of outputs is higher than the set target values. 

F = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs realized through projects [actual achievement of outputs] 
S = Aggregate (cumulative) value - outputs to be implemented through selected projects [forecasts provided by beneficiaries] 
Data source: ITMS2014+

 
3 In case of 2 major publicity events, the same event was reported separately in two projects.  
4 Within O0175, some technical assistance projects under Priority Axis 5 were mutually interrelated. When calculating the contracted values and achieved values of indicator O0175, data from projects that were not linked to other projects were 
used. 



 

 

 

3.3.  Milestones and targets defined in the performance framework5 

Tab. 3: Information on the milestones and targets defined in the performance framework 

PA ID Indicator Type Indicator or key implementation step Measurement 
unit Milestone for 2018 Final target 2023 Actual status in 2023 Observations 

PA1 

F0001 Financial indicator Total expenditure certified to EC for Priority axis 1 EUR 3,010,363 23,156,638 22,623,283.45 Value for completed projects: 22,623,283.45 
Percentage of fulfilment: 97,69% 

K1 Key implementation step No of contracted projects (1b) number 4 9 13 Value for completed projects: 13 
Percentage of fulfilment: 144.44%** 

1b.1.2 Output indicator No of jointly developed major products &services related to research & 
innovation number 0 5 31 Value for completed projects: 31 

Percentage of fulfilment: 620.00%** 

PA2 

F0002 Financial indicator Total expenditure certified to EC for Priority axis 2 EUR 4,254,824 34,560,093 32,584,345.62 Value for completed projects: 32,584,345.62 
Percentage of fulfilment: 94.28% 

K2.1 Key implementation step No of contracted projects (6c) number 6 12 12 Value for completed projects: 12 
Percentage of fulfilment: 100.00% 

6c.1.2 Output indicator No of jointly developed major products & services related to cultural & 
natural heritage development (6c) number 0 50 123 Value for completed projects: 123 

Percentage of fulfilment: 246.00%** 

K2.2 Key implementation step No of contracted projects (6d) number 4 8 8 Value for completed projects: 8 
Percentage of fulfilment: 100.00% 

6d.1.2 Output indicator No of jointly developed major products & services related to ecological 
networks and green infrastructures (6d) number 0 25 60 Value for completed projects: 60 

Percentage of fulfilment: 240.00%** 

PA3 

F0003 Financial Indicator Total expenditure certified to EC for Priority axis 3 EUR 764,559 9,528,143 8,998,219.94 Value for completed projects: 8,998,219.94 
Percentage of fulfilment: 94.43% 

K3 Key implementation step No of contracted projects (7c) number 3 2 2 Value for completed projects: 2 
Percentage of fulfilment: 100.00% 

7c.1.2 Output indicator No of jointly developed major products & services related to environment 
friendly and low carbon transport systems (7c) number 0 12 12 Value for completed projects: 12 

Percentage of fulfilment: 100.00% 

PA4 

F0004 Financial indicator Total expenditure certified to EC for Priority axis 4 EUR 2,168,856 16,683,505 13,896,432.74 Value for completed projects: 13,896,432.74 
Percentage of fulfilment: 83.29% 

K4 Key implementation step No of contracted projects (11) number 4 13 12 Value for completed projects: 12 
Percentage of fulfilment: 92.30% 

11.1.2 Output indicator No of jointly developed major products &services related to institutional 
cooperation, integrated frameworks and planning tools number 0 8 29.256 Value for completed projects: 29.25 

Percentage of fulfilment: 365.62%** 

 
Data source: ITMS2014+ 

** As a result of increased project performance and/or interest in implementing projects under the priority axes, the actual achievement of outputs and/or the achievement of outputs is higher than the target for 2023.

 
5 Submitted in Annual Implementation Reports from 2017 onwards. For the performance framework, calculations in ITMS2014+ were carried out on October 13, 2025 with the status as of December 31, 2023. For the financial indicators of the performance framework, calculations were carried out on October 13, 2025 with 
the status as of October 13, 2025. 
6 The measurable indicator 111.2 No of jointly developed major products & services related to institutional cooperation, integrated frameworks and planning tools was fulfilled to 29,25 because of the project “305041AJK1 - baum_cityregion: príprava inštitucionalizácie funkčného cezhraničného mestského regiónu Bratislava 
- okolie / baum_cityregion: Gründungsvorbereitung für eine funktionale, grenzüberschreitende Stadtregion Bratislava-Umland”. By the end of the project implementation, the measurable indicator in question was fulfilled to the value of 1,25. After the end of the project implementation, the project partnership managed to fulfil 
the planned project indicator to the target value of 2, in form of the signed Partnership Agreement on the international cooperation. 



 

 

 

3.4. Financial data 

Tab 4.: Financial information at priority axis and programme level 
 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 

The financial allocation of the priority axis based on the Cooperation programme Cumulative data on the financial progress of the Cooperation programme 

Priority 
axis Fund Category 

of region 

Basis for the 
calculation of Union 

support* (Total 
eligible cost or 

public eligible cost) 

Total funding 
(EUR) 

Co-
financing 
rate (%) 

Total eligible cost of 
operations selected for 

support (EUR) 

Proportion of the total 
allocation covered with 
selected operations (%) 
[column 7/ column 5 × 

100] 

Public eligible cost of 
operations selected for 

support (EUR) 
ERDF 

Total eligible expenditure 
declared by beneficiaries 
to the managing authority 

Proportion of the total 
allocation covered by 
eligible expenditure 

declared by beneficiaries 
(%) [column 10/ column 5 

× 100] 

Number of 
operations 
selected7 

PA1 ERDF  Total eligible cost 23,156,638.00 85 26,715,531.32 115.37 26,464,725.57 24,091,937.64 104.04 13 

PA2 ERDF  Total eligible cost 34,560,093.00 85 38,339,039.60 110.93 37,993,931.33 33,155,551.76 95.94 20 

PA3 ERDF  Total eligible cost 9,528,143.00 85 9,528,142.24 100.00 9,510,024.34 9,095,130.67 95.46 2 

PA4 ERDF  Total eligible cost 16,683,505.00 85 18,250,509.38 109.39 17,897,759.27 14,026,943.54 84.08 12 

PA5 ERDF  Total eligible cost 5,357,130.00 85 6,246,966.67 116.61 6,246,966.67 5,902,562.91 110.18 11 

Total    89,285,509.00  99,080,189.21 110.97 98,113,407.18 86,272,126.52 96.63 58 

 

Data source: SFC  

 
7 Number of contracted projects 



 

 

 

 

Categorisation dimensions Financial data 

1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

Priority 
axis Fund 1 Intervention field 2 Form of 

finance 
3 Territorial 
dimension 

4 Territorial 
delivery 

mechanism 

5 Thematic objective 
dimension 

ERDF/Cohesion 
Fund 

6 ESF 
secondary 

theme 
7 Economic 
dimension 

8 Location 
dimension 

Total eligible 
cost of 

operations 
selected for 

support (EUR) 

Public eligible 
cost of 

operations 
selected for 

support (EUR) 

The total eligible 
expenditure 
declared by 

beneficiaries to 
the managing 

authority 

Number of 
operations 

selected 

PA1 EDRF 

58 Research and innovation infrastructure (public) 

01
 – 

No
n-

re
pa

ya
ble

 gr
an

t 

07
 – 

No
t a

pp
lic

ab
le 

07
 – 

No
t a

pp
lic

ab
le 

1 
 

24 AT127 4,757,336.84 4,757,336.84 4,757,336.84 1 
AT130 2,896,175.86 2,896,175.86 2,896,175.86 1 
SK010 2,894,573.68 2,894,573.68 2,894,573.68 1 
SK021 2,963,201.26 2,963,201.26 2,963,201.26 1 

60 Research and innovation activities in public research 
centres and centres of competence including networking 

1 
 

13 AT112 90,468.96 90,468.96 65,324.10 1 
AT122 84,308.25 84,308.25 60,875.69 1 
AT124 99,558.96 99,558.96 71,887.63 1 
SK010 110,554.96 110,554.96 79,827.41 1 
SK021 99,247.64 99,247.64 71,662.84 1 

19 AT112 90,468.96 90,468.96 65,324.10 1 
AT122 84,308.25 84,308.25 60,875.69 1 
AT124 99,558.96 99,558.96 71,887.63 1 
AT130 199,503.85 199,503.85 88,213.81 1 
SK010 310,540.35 310,540.35 168,254.15 2 
SK021 99,247.64 99,247.64 71,662.84 1 

20 AT121 161,289.24 161,289.24 113,667.85 1 
AT125 161,289.24 161,289.24 113,667.85 1 
AT126 161,289.24 161,289.24 113,667.85 1 
AT127 161,289.24 161,289.24 113 667,85 1 
AT130 797,037.63 797,037.63 628,869.53 3 
SK010 852,428.04 852,428.04 667,779.22 3 
SK021 436,244.54 436,244.54 426,987.87 1 

24 AT111 106,455.24 106,455.24 69,767.79 1 
AT112 196,924.20 196,924.20 135,091.89 2 
AT121 106,455.24 106,455.24 69,767.79 1 
AT122 190,763.50 190,763.50 130,643.49 2 
AT124 99,558.96 99,558.96 71,887.63 1 
SK010 253,485.89 253,485.89 173,500.35 2 
SK021 202,595.45 202,595.45 139,394.11 2 

65 Research and innovation infrastructure, processes, 
technology transfer and cooperation in enterprises 
focusing on low carbon economy and on resilience to 
climate change 

1 
 

11 AT111 404,388.10 403,063.99 337,775.33 1 
AT112 404,388.09 403,063.98 337,775.33 1 
AT127 404,388.09 403,063.98 337,775.33 1 
SK010 404,388.09 403,063.98 337,775.33 1 
SK021 404,388.09 403,063.98 337,775.33 1 

117 Enhancing equal access to lifelong learning for all age 
groups in formal, non-formal and informal settings, 
upgrading the knowledge, skills and competences of the 

1 
 

19 AT130 135,738.54 133,741.05 105,070.29 1 
SK010 138,839.36 136,796.24 107,470.52 1 
AT130 135,738.54 133,741.05 105,070.29 1 

Tab. 5: Breakdown of the cumulative financial data by category of intervention for the transmission made on 25.11.2025 
 



 

 

 

workforce, and promoting flexible learning pathways 
including through career guidance and validation of 
acquired competences 

24 
SK010 138,839.36 136,796.24 107,470.52 1 

118 Improving the labour market relevance of education 
and training systems, facilitating the transition from 
education to work, and strengthening vocational 
education and training systems and their quality, including 
through mechanisms for skills anticipation, adaptation of 
curricula and the establishment and development of work-
based learning systems, including dual learning systems 
and apprenticeship schemes 

1 
 

19 AT112 398,130.54 375,964.07 352,384.78 1 
AT127 322,238.60 304,297.52 285,212.93 1 
AT130 1,697,449.12 1,642,422.35 1,511,886.40 4 
SK010 1,754,120.54 1,699,386.62 1,569,205.60 4 

SK021 426,350.22 402,612.58 377,361.98 1 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Categorisation dimensions Financial data 

1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 
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85 Protection and enhancement of biodiversity, nature 
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6   

18 

AT125 292,334.49 292,334.49 243,019.98 1 

AT126 389,642.32 389,642.32 327,749.62 2 

SK010 380,949.01 380,949.01 320,522.80 2 

SK021 419,201.09 419,201.09 348,485.18 1 

22 

AT111 363,585.17 355,404.89 275,913.78 1 

AT112 292,841.64 286,253.01 222,228.66 1 

AT122 342,352.68 339,041.41 298,713.34 1 

AT125 654,473.56 649,282.93 582,286.09 1 

AT126 2,845,364.83 2,782,494.34 2,464,583.78 5 

AT127 587,590.95 581,887.48 489,518.53 2 

AT130 1,851,705.43 1,791,813.51 1,588,384.27 4 

SK010 4,357,460.58 4,280,984.78 3,824,608.46 7 

SK021 1,509,591.11 1,492,677.94 1,274,822.46 4 

86 Protection, restoration and sustainable use of 
Natura 2000 sites 6   18 

AT126 97,307.83 97,307.83 84,729.65 1 

SK010 97,307.83 97,307.83 84,729.65 1 

90 Cycle tracks and footpaths 6   

19 

AT112 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

AT127 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK010 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK021 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK023 49,779.22 49,779.22 47,549.31 1 

24 

AT112 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

AT127 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK010 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK021 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK023 49,779.22 49,779.22 47,549.31 1 

91 Development and promotion of the tourism potential 
of natural areas 6   

15 
AT112 725,080.31 725,080.31 723,541.28 1 

SK010 816,024.61 815,771.30 806,367.12 2 

18 
AT126 97,307.83 97,307.83 84,729.64 1 

SK010 97,307.83 97,307.83 84,729.64 1 

22 
AT126 1,145,987,09 1,143,327.68 1,056,579.53 1 

SK010 1,431,376.21 1,428,054.52 1,319,703.18 1 



 

 

 

94 Protection, development and promotion of public 
cultural heritage assets 6   

15 

AT123 1,219,929.73 1,203,536.48 1,160,566.17 1 

AT125 1,219,929.73 1,203,536.48 1,160,566.17 1 

SK010 1,310,874.03 1,294,227.47 1,243,392.01 2 

18 
AT126 2,210,792.98 2,210,792.98 1,712,674.85 1 

SK010 2,408,737.08 2,408,737.08 1,941,439.95 2 

19 

AT112 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

AT127 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK010 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK021 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK023 49,779.22 49,779.22 47,549.31 1 

23 

AT111 133,609.75 132,161.72 112,301.21 1 

AT112 479,516.17 469,272,58 395,099.25 2 

AT122 133,609.75 132,161,72 112,301.21 1 

AT124 133,609.75 132,161.72 112,301.21 1 

AT125 1,343,499.89 1,337,130.42 1,229,328.96 3 

AT126 1,293,508.12 1,293,508.12 1,010,548.43 1 

AT130 1,427,117.87 1,425,669.84 1,122,849.64 2 

SK010 1,700,270.91 1,693,901.43 1,354,338.23 3 

SK021 2,746,830.41 2,733,063.10 2,313,247.99 4 

24 

AT112 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

AT127 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK010 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK021 31,112.01 31,112.01 29,718.32 1 

SK023 49,779.22 49,779.22 47,549.31 1 
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36 Multimodal transport 
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18 
AT126 3,087,333.33 3,087,333.27 3,082,090.52 1 
SK010 2,825,466.67 2,825,466.67 2,820,668.51 1 

22 

AT111 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT112 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT121 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT122 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT123 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT124 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT125 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT126 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT127 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
AT130 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
SK010 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 
SK021 301,278.52 299,768.70 266,030.97 1 

   



 

 

 

Categorisation dimensions Financial data 

1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 
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115 Reducing and preventing early school leaving and 
promoting equal access to good quality early childhood, 

primary and secondary education including formal, non-formal 
and informal pathways for reintegrating into education and 

training 
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  19 

AT112 1,106,599.72 1,080,259.07 861,168.33 2 
AT126 1,112,062.67 1,085,599.26 865,445.89 2 
AT127 1,112,062.67 1,085,599.26 865,445.89 2 
AT130 1,161,380.17 1,133,808.56 904,062.15 2 
SK010 1,192,020.60 1,163,760.47 928,054.02 2 
SK021 1,115,468.61 1,088,928.67 868,112.78 2 

119 Investment in institutional capacity and in the efficiency of 
public administrations and public services at the national, 

regional and local levels with a view to reforms, better 
regulation and good governance 

  

18 

AT111 248,579.79 247,752.98 152,935.69 3 
AT112 553,163.44 552,336.63 374,373.40 5 
AT122 192,278.37 191,451.57 119,429.46 3 
AT123 194,766.48 194,766.48 100,123.05 2 
AT125 448,834.89 448,834.89 301,660.46 3 
AT126 411,233.65 411,233.65 274,751.55 3 
AT127 411,233.65 411,233.65 274,751.55 3 
AT130 928,165.42 927,338.62 639,763.25 4 
AT212 111,090.70 111,090.70 61,781.10 1 
SK010 1,417,251.67 1,416,424.82 958,643.31 7 
SK021 465,046.96 464,220.15 327,564.19 4 

19 

AT111 104,161.89 103,335.08 72,620.25 2 
AT112 104,161.89 103,335.08 72,620.25 2 
AT122 104,161.89 103,335.08 72,620.25 2 
AT130 104,161.89 103,335.08 72,620.25 2 
SK010 104,161.89 103,335.08 72,620.25 2 
SK021 104,161.89 103,335.08 72,620.25 2 

21 

AT111 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT112 183,864.56 183,037.76 141,147.43 2 
AT122 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT126 168,556.75 168,556.75 126,871.09 1 
AT127 168,556.75 168,556.75 126,871.09 1 
AT130 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK010 183,864.56 183,037.76 141,147.43 2 
SK021 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 

24 
AT111 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT112 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 



 

 

 

AT122 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT130 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK010 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK021 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 

120 Capacity building for stakeholders delivering education, 
lifelong learning, training and employment and social policies, 
including through sectorial and territorial pacts to mobilize for 

reform at national, regional and local level 
  

18 

AT111 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT112 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT122 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT130 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK010 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK021 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 

19 

AT111 66,709.41 64,984.74 63,120.46 2 
AT112 399,293.07 383,862.70 353,037.99 3 
AT113 89,935.14 88,364.17 85,460.43 1 
AT121 332,583.65 318,877.96 289,917.53 1 
AT122 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT123 476,433.22 456,799.52 415,313.08 1 
AT124 332,583.65 318,877.96 289,917.53 1 
AT126 332,583.65 318,877.96 289,917.53 1 
AT127 332,583.65 318,877.96 289,917.53 1 
AT130 74,516.73 72,655.68 70,539.33 2 
SK010 795,805.86 764,306.54 699,580.56 3 
SK021 347,891.47 333,358.97 304,193.87 2 

21 

AT111 66,709.41 64,984.74 63,120.46 2 
AT112 66,709.42 64,984.74 63,120.47 2 
AT113 89,935.14 88,364.17 85,460.43 1 
AT122 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT130 74,516.73 72,655.68 70,539.33 2 
SK010 78,133.53 76,209.30 73,976.17 2 
SK021 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 

24 

AT111 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT112 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT122 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
AT130 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK010 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
SK021 15,307.81 14,481.01 14,276.34 1 
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  18 

AT111 389,024.15 389,024.15 372,948.07 9 

AT112 389,024.15 389,024.15 372,948.07 9 

AT121 72,631.94 72,631.94 71,868.75 4 

AT122 72,631.94 72,631.94 71,868.75 4 

AT123 222,631.94 222,631.94 134,628.75 5 

AT124 72,631.94 72,631.94 71,868.75 4 

AT125 72,631.94 72,631.94 71,868.75 4 

AT126 72,631.94 72,631.94 71,868.75 4 

AT127 72,631.94 72,631.94 71,868.75 4 

AT130 435,418.11 435,418.11 419,342.04 9 

SK010 308,068.11 308,068.11 291,992.03 8 

SK021 308,068,11 308,068.11 291,992.03 8 

122 Evaluation and studies   18 

AT111 287,213.94 287,213.94 271,138.05 7 

AT112 287,213.94 287,213.94 271,138.05 7 

AT121 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT122 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT123 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT124 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT125 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT126 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT127 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT130 287,213.94 287,213.94 271,138.05 7 

SK010 287,213.94 287,213.94 271,138.05 7 

SK021 287,213.95 287,213.95 271,138.06 7 

123 Information and communication   18 

AT111 368,169.99 368,169.99 352,094.10 8 

AT112 368,169.99 368,169.99 352,094.10 8 

AT121 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT122 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT123 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT124 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT125 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT126 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT127 51,777.78 51,777.78 51,014.77 3 

AT130 287,213.95 287,213.95 271,138.06 7 



 

 

 

SK010 287,213.95 287,213.95 271,138.06 7 

SK021 287,213.95 287,213.95 271,138.06 7 
 
Data source: SFC2014  
  
 



 

 

 

Tab. 6: Cumulative cost of all or part of an operation implemented outside the Union part of the programme area 
 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

The amount of ERDF support8 
envisaged to be used for all or part 

of an operation implemented 
outside the Union part of the 
programme area based on 
selected operations (EUR) 

Share of the total financial 
allocation to all or part of an 

operation located outside the Union 
part of the programme area (%) 

(column 2/total amount allocated to 
the support from the ERDF at 

programme level *100) 

Eligible expenditure of ERDF 
support incurred in all or part of an 
operation implemented outside the 
Union part of the programme area 
declared by the beneficiary to the 

managing authority (EUR) 

Share of the total financial 
allocation to all or part of an 

operation located outside the Union 
part of the programme area (%) 

(column 4/total amount allocated to 
the support from the ERDF at 

programme level *100) 

All or part of an operation outside 
the Union part of the programme 

area 
669 133,05 0,88% 529 944,56 0,70% 

Data source: ITMS2014+

 
8 ERDF support is fixed in the Commission decision on the respective cooperation programme. 



 

 

 

4. SYNTHESIS OF THE EVALUATIONS 

No activities related to the evaluation of the Programme were carried out in 2023. The results of the interim 
evaluation of the program are described in the 2020 Annual Report and in the Interim Evaluation Report. 
The updated "Evaluation Plan" envisaged the start of the ex-post evaluation in 2022. However, due to the 
relatively slow start of the Programme and the associated delays in implementation, as well as the 
extension of projects, the actual start of this evaluation was not expected until 2024. However, in 2024, it 
was agreed by the programme authorities that to save the programme´s resources and capacities, the 
ex-post evaluation of 2014-2020 programme period would be carried out together with the mid-term 
evaluation of 2021-2027 programming period as a joint exercise. The Managing authority aims to launch 
the joint procurement for the selection of external evaluator in early 2026. 

5. ISSUES AFFECTING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PROGRAMME AND MEASURES TAKEN 

a) Issues and measures taken 

Overview of audits for 2023, 2024 and 2025 

In 2023, three government audits were ongoing on the Slovak side: 23-034, 23-035, 23-037. 

Government Audit No. 23-034 (system audit and audit of operations): the verification was carried out 
within the scope of two main objectives. The main objective of the system audit was to obtain reasonable 
assurance on the proper functioning of the management and control system of the Cooperation 
Programme lnterreg V-A Slovakia - Austria 2014 - 2020 pursuant to Article 127(1) of Regulation (EU) No 
1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council and pursuant to Article 30 of the Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) No 480/2014 at the level of the Obliged Entity. The main objective of the audit 
of the operations was to obtain reasonable assurance on the legality and regularity of the expenditure 
declared under the Cooperation Programme lnterreg V-A Slovakia - Austria 2014 - 2020 pursuant to 
Article 127(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council and 
pursuant to Article 27 of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 480/2014. The government audit 
identified one non-systemic deficiency of a non-financial nature of medium severity and one suggestion 
for improvement. The deficiency concerned incorrect reporting of the values of measurable indicators in 
the Annual Implementation Report of the Cooperation Programme lnterreg V-A Slovakia-Austria 2014-
2020 for the year 2022. 

Government Audit No. 23-035 (audit of operations): the main objective of the government audit was to 
obtain reasonable assurance on the legality and regularity of the declared expenditure of the Interreg V-
A Cooperation Programme Slovakia-Austria 2014 - 2020 pursuant to Article 127(1) of Regulation (EU) No 
1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Article 27 of Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) No 480/2014. No deficiencies were identified by the government audit. 

Government audit No. 23-037 (audit of final documentation): The main objective of the government audit 
was to verify and obtain assurance on the accuracy of the data contained in the Managing Authority's final 
documentation for the Cooperation Programme lnterreg V-A Slovakia-Austria 2014-2020 (Declaration of 



 

 

 

the Managing Authority and Annual summary of final audit reports and controls) for the purpose of forming 
an audit opinion within the meaning of Article 127(5)(a) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council. No deficiencies were identified by the government audit. 

On the National Authority (AT) side, six audits were carried out in 2023: 23-036-01 (audit of operations), 
23-036-02 (audit of operations), 23-036-03 (audit of operations), 23-036-04 (audit of operations), 23-036-
05 (audit of operations) a 23-036-06 (audit of operations). No deficiencies were identified in any of the 
audits. 

In 2024, one government audit No. 24-019 was carried out on the Slovak side. 

Government audit No. 24-019 (audit of operations): the government audit was aimed at verifying the 
eligibility of expenditure declared to the European Commission under the Cooperation Programme 
lnterreg V-A Slovakia-Austria 2014 -2020 for the 10th accounting year. The verification was carried out in 
the scope of 5 lists of declared expenditure of 5 Slovak main project beneficiaries/partners, with the total 
volume of verified expenditure amounting to 860 258,06 EUR. 

Furthermore, the subject of the government audit was the verification of the selection procedure of project 
applications to the conclusion of a Grant Contract and change procedure, including amendments to the 
Grant Contract for 2 projects, and verification of change procedure or amendments to the Grant Contract 
for 2 projects, where the lists of declared expenditure of Austrian partners were sampled. The government 
audit identified 5 deficiencies, including 2 financial deficiencies of high severity. The most serious 
deficiencies identified by the government audit relate to insufficient administrative financial controls carried 
out on the lists of declared expenditure - failure to identify ineligible expenditure, insufficient verification 
of the procurement under the administrative financial control by the controller according to the Article 23 
- artificial splitting of the contract, and failure to verify compliance with the condition for granting of the 
ERFD funding within the selection procedure of a project application. At the same time, the audit team 
formulated 1 risk indicating the possible consequences that may occur if relevant measures are not taken 
to mitigate this risk. 

In the professional and independent audit judgement, the cause of these deficiencies was mainly the 
individual failure and inconsistent approach of the staff of the Joint Secretariat/National Controller 
according to Article 23 that is responsible for the administrative check/administrative financial control of 
public procurement/administrative financial check of the lists of declared expenditure.  

As a result of the identified deficiencies, ineligible expenditure amounting to 99,28 EUR was financially 
assessed. 

On the National Authority (AT) side, five audits were carried out in 2024: 24-020-01 (audit of operations), 
24-020-02 (audit of operations), 24-020-03 (audit of operations), 24-020-04 (audit of operations) a 24-
020-05 (audit of operations). No deficiencies were identified in any of the audits. 

In 2025, one government audit No. 25-009 was conducted on the Slovak side (audit of operations). The 
government audit identified eight deficiencies, including five financial deficiencies of high severity and 
three deficiencies with no financial impact. As a result of the identified shortcomings, ineligible expenditure 
amounting to 66 292,74 EUR was quantified. 



 

 

 

The implementation of the Programme was affected by the consequences of the emergency situation 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in changes and shifts in implementation through 
submitted project change requests, savings in expenditures for travel or activities aimed at in-person 
events and workshops. The MA worked intensively to resolve the situation in an effort to facilitate the 
resolution of problems arising in connection with the pandemic, e.g., by informing beneficiaries about the 
possibilities of extending projects.  

 

 b) Assessment whether progress is sufficient 

In 2023, the MA continued to implement a package of measures to ensure the fulfilment of the binding 
Programme plan, the fulfilment of the N+3 financial commitment, and to support the achievement of 
sufficient values for measurable indicators. 

- frequent and active communication with beneficiaries to optimize the process of submitting 
expenditures and payment requests, increase the number of submitted expenditures and 
minimize errors; 

- providing active support with uploading of relevant documentation into ITSM2014+; 
- shortening of periods for verification of declared expenditures and payment requests; 
- providing a possibility to submit expenditures below the set threshold of EUR 10 000; 
- ensuring sufficient information on the issue of submitting change requests; 
- using electronic communication as much as possible when communicating with beneficiaries, in 

particular via e-mail, online consultations and the ITMS2014+ system; 
- ongoing monitoring of the status of Programme´s implementation; 
- monitoring of the status of submitted and processed lists of expenditures and payment requests. 

Increase in the ERDF co-financing rate to 100% for the 10th accounting year  

In 2024, the MA after the agreement with the Programme partners within the 11th per rollam procedure in 
October 2024, used the possibility of applying 100% ERDF co-financing for all priority axes in the last 
accounting year as one of the tools for effectively achieving the highest possible absorption of the financial 
allocation at the priority axis level in accordance with Article 130 of the Common Provisions Regulation 
(hereinafter referred to as “CPR”). Additionally, the flexibility of the financial plan of up to 15% at the 
priority axis level was applied in accordance with the EU legislation in 2024 as well.  

Performance framework 

Despite external factors caused by the accumulation of several crises (the consequences of the COVID-
19 pandemic, inflation, war in Ukraine), the n+3 financial commitment was fulfilled and most of the 
indicators in the performance framework fulfilled or exceeded their target values. The fulfilment of the 
financial indicators in the performance framework mirrors the savings caused by the external factors 
described above. 

6. CITIZEN'S SUMMARY 

Citizen´s summary is attached as the Annex 1 to this report. 



 

 

 

7. REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 

Not relevant. 

8. PROGRESS IN PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MAJOR PROJECTS AND JOINT 
ACTION PLANS  

8.1. Major projects 
Not relevant. 

8.2. Joint action plans 
Not relevant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PART B - Information to be included in the annual report submitted in 2017, 2019 and in the final 
implementation report (Articles 50(4) and 111(3) and (4) of the CPR and 14(4) of Regulation (EU) 
No 1299/2013) 

9. ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM 

9.1. Information contained in Part A supplemented by an assessment of the achievement of the 
program's objectives 

Priority axis 1 - Contributing to a smart cross-border-region 

The objectives of the performance framework for 2023 were achieved at a sufficient level, with most of 
the measurable indicatorsˈ targets being exceeded. The measurable indicator 1b1.2 No of jointly 
developed major products & services related to research & innovation was fulfilled to 620% (achieved 31 
compared to the target of 5).  

The financial measurable indicator F0001 Total funding certified to EC for Priority axis 1 was fulfilled to 
97,7% (achieved 22 623 283,45 EUR compared to the target of 23 156 638,00 EUR). The measurable 
indicator K1 No of contracted projects (1b) was fulfilled to 144,4% (achieved 13 compared to the target of 
9).  

The Programme-specific result indicator R1.1 – Intensity of cooperation of key actors in the programme 
area in order to strengthen the regional innovation system was fulfilled to 2,5 (compared to the baseline 
value of 2,8) and R1.2 Intensity of cooperation of key actors in the programme area in order to improve 
higher education and lifelong learning was fulfilled to 2 (compared to the baseline value of 2,5). The 
fulfilment of the R1.2 indicator was not achieved to the target value because of the external factors mostly 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which greatly affected cooperation, as visits between countries were 
impossible at that time. In addition, early elections in Slovakia were another of the external factors 
impacting the cross-border cooperation. Project staff changes as well as staff changes in project 
departments of the organizations in the years of the Programme implementation affected the cross-border 
cooperation too. 

Within the framework of SO 1.1 - Strengthen the collaboration of key actors in the regional innovation 
system in order to enhance knowledge transfer, capacity building and the establishment of common 
frameworks, common research and innovation activities and joint research facilities, we can evaluate the 
implementation as follows: 

The target values of the Programme-specific output measurable indicators were exceeded. 

- 34 organisations participating in research & innovation related cooperation activities were 
supported  

- 31 major products & services related to research & innovation were jointly developed 
- 1 087 participants participated in joint training schemes related to research & innovation 
- 6 research facilities were developed 
- 12 research institutions participating in cross-border, international, or interregional research 

projects were supported  



 

 

 

- 40 new researchers in enterprises were supported 

During the 2014-2020 programming period, 8 projects were supported under SO 1.1. 

Collaborative research and innovation activities in form of the investment in a research facility to improve 
the integrated river management along the Danube river were fostered within the framework of the project 
Výskum a manažment rieky Dunaj na Slovensku a v Rakúsku / Forschung und Management an der Donau 
in der Slowakei und in Österreich. Project partners Universität für Bodenkultur Wien; BOKU - 
Wasserbaulabor Errichtungs- und Betriebs-Gesellschaft m.b.H. on the Austrian side and Ústav krajinnej 
ekológie Slovenskej akadémie vied; Výskumný ústav vodného hospodárstva on the Slovak side jointly 
developed innovative monitoring strategies to provide comparable field data for Slovakia and Austria for 
the first time. New hydraulic engineering laboratory was built in Vienna and a hydraulic engineering 
laboratory in Bratislava was modernized. Newly installed equipment and innovative research facilities are 
improving the understanding of processes, enabling water management problems to be solved, and to 
formulate a joint SK-AT strategy for managing the Danube River (https://dream-sk-at.jimdosite.com/). The 
report by the pan-European news channel Euronews, along with the video, can be found here: 
https://de.euronews.com/my-europe/2021/11/22/wie-kann-man-die-donau-nachhaltig-bewirtschaften.  

 

The project “Digital Village” developed a concept for an innovation and cooperation network aimed at 
bringing sustainable improvements to the quality of life for local residents. The DigiVil guidebook provides 
answers to how digitalization can be supported at the municipal level, enabling local governments to 
harness the potential of digital technologies. It highlights the opportunities digitalization offers, as well as 
the factors that support successful implementation. Additionally, the DigiVil Compass helps local 
governments assess their digital readiness and activities, offering guidance on the next steps for 
development. As a complement to the Compass, a compact course has been developed to teach the 
fundamentals of successfully shaping digitalization processes at the municipal level. The project DigiVil 
implemented 3 pilot actions focusing on digitalisation: the "Green Map"- application based on existing 
software providing an overview of the type, parameters, and condition of trees managed by the city district, 
“HistoryToGo” – implementation of augmented reality (AR) solutions for art, crafts, and historical buildings 
in Svätý Jur to convey the impression of individual (historical) buildings through 3D videos, showcasing 
the historical appearance of the buildings along with historical art and crafts and pilot project of 
underground container stands for municipal and sorted waste equipped with technology for locking and 
unlocking using chips, as well as sensors for monitoring multiple data points using the newly developed 
application. The results of the project can contribute to better meeting the needs of rural and peri-urban 
areas through new information and communication technologies, particularly in the areas of digital 
transformation and innovation (https://digivil.eu/sk/hlavne-vystupy-projektu/).  

 

Within the framework of SO 1.2 - Improve the capacity of the cross-border educational system to provide 
human resources knowledge and skills demanded by the regional innovation system, we can evaluate 
the implementation as follows: 

The target values of Programme-specific output measurable indicators were exceeded. 

https://dream-sk-at.jimdosite.com/
https://de.euronews.com/my-europe/2021/11/22/wie-kann-man-die-donau-nachhaltig-bewirtschaften
https://digivil.eu/sk/hlavne-vystupy-projektu/


 

 

 

- 53 institutions were directly involved in cooperation aiming at better quality of higher education 
and lifelong learning 

- 14 major products & services related to higher education and lifelong learning were jointly 
developed 

- 7 762 participants participated in joint cross-border education and training programs to promote 
youth employment, education, and higher and vocational education opportunities 

During the 2014-2020 programming period, in total 5 projects were supported under SO 1.2. 

The aim of the project Robotics Education driven by Interregional Cooperation Vzdelávanie 
prostredníctvom robotiky podporené medziregionálnou spoluprácou/ Robotics Education driven by 
Interregional Cooperation Bildung mittels Robotik unterstützt durch interregionale Kooperation was to 
increase young people's interest in science and technology, as well as the number of graduates and 
researchers in this field at the regional level. Thanks to the involvement of school and university students 
and innovative teachers in STEM at the interregional level, free digital materials that can be used during 
lessons, in informal courses, but also at home with parents were created 
(https://europabuero.wien/robocoop/; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvNoCSFm2iU&t=14s). 

 

Within the project Integrovaná cezhraničná lekárska výučba virtuálnej a tradičnej anatómie/ Integrierte 
virtuelle und traditionelle Anatomie – Exzellenz in der grenzüberschreitenden medizinischen Ausbildung, 
the Programme supported cross-border innovative approaches to the anatomy teaching. Cross-border 
seminars were created, student instructors were trained, and the necessary infrastructure for using digital 
anatomy in the education process was built. Three approaches to the digital anatomy teaching using 3D 
models were introduced: 1, via a teacher's computer with a presentation monitor used during the practical 
lectures; 2, through 3D glasses for students, which they can use to view the spatial arrangement of all 
anatomical structures in combination with the display according to their current needs; 3, unlimited access 
to the Exe Anatomy AR application via students' mobile phones, even for "home" self-study 
(https://anatomie-zellbiologie.meduniwien.ac.at/en/studium-aus-und-weiterbildung/lehre-der-abteilung-
fuer-anatomie/digitale-virtuelle-anatomie/in-vitra/). 

 

In order to make the education more relevant to requirements of businesses, a map of career opportunities 
and skills analysis for non-academic career paths in the field of Life Sciences was created within the 
project Rozvoj kapacít a programov pre doktorandov v oblasti vied o živej prírode pre ich lepšie uplatnenie 
na trhu práce/ Entwicklung von Kapazitäten und Programmen für Doktoranden im Bereich 
Lebenswissenschaften zur besseren Etablierung auf dem Arbeitsmarkt. The aim was to find out to what 
extent the skills acquired during the doctoral study correspond to the requirements and needs of non-
academic employers in Life Sciences. Comprehensive CARLiS training programme was developed aimed 
at preparing PhD students for non-academic career paths in the field of life sciences and biotechnology 
in four skills areas: strategies for career management, skills for transfer of knowledge into practice, soft 
skills and skills for entrepreneurship (https://carlis.saia.sk/). 

 

https://europabuero.wien/robocoop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvNoCSFm2iU&t=14s
https://anatomie-zellbiologie.meduniwien.ac.at/en/studium-aus-und-weiterbildung/lehre-der-abteilung-fuer-anatomie/digitale-virtuelle-anatomie/in-vitra/
https://anatomie-zellbiologie.meduniwien.ac.at/en/studium-aus-und-weiterbildung/lehre-der-abteilung-fuer-anatomie/digitale-virtuelle-anatomie/in-vitra/
https://carlis.saia.sk/


 

 

 

Priority axis 2 – Fostering natural and cultural heritage and biodiversity 

The objectives of the performance framework for 2023 were achieved at a sufficient level, with most of 
the measurable indicatorsˈ targets being exceeded. The measurable indicator 6c1.2 No of jointly 
developed major products & services related to cultural & natural heritage development was fulfilled to 
246% (achieved 123 compared to the target of 50). The measurable indicator No of jointly developed 
major products & services related to ecological networks and green infrastructures was fulfilled to 240% 
(achieved 60 compared to the target of 25). 

The financial measurable indicator F0002 Total funding certified to EC for Priority axis 2 was fulfilled to 
94,3% (achieved 32 584 345,62 EUR compared to the target of 34 560 093,00 EUR). The measurable 
indicator K2.1 No of contracted projects (6c) was fulfilled to 100% (achieved 12 compared to the target of 
12). The measurable indicator K2.2 No of contracted projects (6d) was fulfilled to 100% (achieved 8 
compared to the target of 8). 

Within the framework of SO 2.1 - Strengthen common approaches to valorise the natural and cultural 
heritage in a sustainable way in order to further develop the programme area as an attractive tourism 
destination, we can evaluate the implementation as follows: 

The target values of the Programme-specific output measurable indicators were exceeded. 

- 123 major products & services related to cultural & natural heritage development were jointly 
developed 

- 488 787 visits to supported cultural and natural heritage sites and attractions were realized  
- 74 organisations participating in cultural & natural heritage development were supported 
- 6 822 participants participated in joint training schemes 

The Programme-specific result indicator R2.1 – Monthly average of cyclists and pedestrians at the 
counting point "Freiheitsbrücke" (Morava/March) reached 26 067 cyclists and pedestrians (compared to 
the baseline value of 15 066) and R2.2 - Number of major bottlenecks along the Alpine-Carpathian 
Corridor which interrupt the wildlife corridor reached 9 (compared to the target value of 9). The green 
bridge "Ekodukt Moravský Sv. Ján" ensures passage across the migration barrier of the D2 motorway in 
order to prevent migrating wildlife from entering the D2 motorway. The construction was approved and 
handed over for use in July 2016. As part of the project Alpine-Carpathian River Corridor - Protection and 
Development of River Biotope Connectivity in the Alpine-Carpathian Corridor project9, an obstacle to fish 
migration was removed at the fish ladder around the weir at river kilometre 10.794 of the Rudava River 
near Veľké Leváre. The impassable intersection of the forest road with the fish ladder was made passable 
by installing a frame culvert. Fish migration conditions were also improved by renaturalizing a 2.2 km 
section of the canalized Rudava River between the Malacky - Veľké Leváre state road and the D2 
motorway. The activities were carried out in 2021 and 2022. In the Austrian section, the green bridge 
for wildlife migration over the A3 near Müllendorf was completed in 2014. Furthermore, an ongoing 
expansion of the Marchegger Ostbahn is being carried out, while ÖBB is planning two more wildlife 

 
9 Ochrana a rozvoj prepojenia riečnych biotopov v oblasti Alpsko-karpatského koridoru / Schutz und Entwicklung eines Lebensraumverbundes der Flüsse im 
Bereich des Alpen Karpaten Korridors 



 

 

 

crossings in the next few years: one at Stillfried over the Nordbahn and Bernsteinbundesstraße and one 
at Wilfleinsdorf as part of the airport link. 

During the 2014-2020 programming period, 12 projects were supported under SO 2.1. 

The project Kultúrno-kreatívne oživenie tradícií/ Kulturell-kreative Belebung der Traditionen brought 
together the Bratislava Self-Governing Region and Lower Austria. Both regions share a common history 
and are linked by common themes. One of these is wine and viticulture. Within the project, a cultural and 
creative centre in the castle in Modra and representative and exhibition spaces for various cultural 
presentations at Jedenspeigen Castle were created with the aim to promote traditions and traditional 
products in the cross-border area through various cultural and artistic events, the organization of cross-
border professional seminars, wine competitions, and days of open ateliers. To preserve traditions also 
in a digital form, a digital documentation centre was created and the digitized collection was made 
available to the general and professional public (https://bratislavskykraj.sk/regionalny-
rozvoj/projekty/zrealizovane/heritage-skat-kulturno-kreativne-ozivenie-tradicii).   

Sustainable forms of tourism were supported within the project Entwicklung eines 
archäologisch/historischen Themen-Radweges zwischen dem Brückenkopfkastell Iža-Leányvár (lat. 
Celemantia) Bezirk Komarno und den Landgütern der Römischen Kaiserzeit von Leithaprodersdorf. The 
educational bike trail that was created gives visitors a feel for what life was like for Roman soldiers over 
four centuries. As part of the bike trail, which runs from the border of the Roman Empire to the immediate 
hinterland of the Roman province of Pannonia, the general public is introduced to the history of the military 
service in the legion, as well as the security of military units serving on the Danube border. At the same 
time, it highlights the enormous cultural wealth of the Roman Empire, uncovered by archaeological 
research in the advanced Roman camp of Celemantia in Iža, the Gerulata camp in Rusovce in the 
southern part of Bratislava, the Archaeological Museum in Bratislava, the legionary camp in Carnuntum, 
and the civilian settlements built near the border (https://www.longinus-radweg.com/). 

To support eco-tourism, within the project Ecoregion SKAT - Posilnenie spolupráce v oblasti ekoturizmu 
v cezhraničnom regióne Slovenska a Rakúska, the development of ecotourism and environmental 
education infrastructure created a basis for educational and training programs to increase environmental 
awareness and expertise. On the Slovak side, the renovated national cultural landmark, Čunovo Manor 
house building became the Čunovo Eco-Center. In the final phase of the project, a tourist information 
center was established in the Eco-Center, which serves as a long-term presentation of protected areas in 
the border region and provides various educational programs. The Neusiedler See-Seewinkel National 
Park installed an interactive eco-educational experience area on its premises, increasing its attractiveness 
for visitors, especially families with children from the border region 
(https://www.donauauen.at/wissen/internationale-projekte/ecoregion-skat; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZaCzlKYdYQ; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIWjPirDf9s).   

Within the framework of SO 2.2 - Strengthen the cross-border integration of functional ecological 
networks and green infrastructures in order to preserve biodiversity and to contribute to the stability of 
ecosystems, we can evaluate the implementation as follows: 

During the 2014-2020 programming period, 8 projects were supported under SO 2.2. 

https://bratislavskykraj.sk/regionalny-rozvoj/projekty/zrealizovane/heritage-skat-kulturno-kreativne-ozivenie-tradicii
https://bratislavskykraj.sk/regionalny-rozvoj/projekty/zrealizovane/heritage-skat-kulturno-kreativne-ozivenie-tradicii
https://www.longinus-radweg.com/
https://www.donauauen.at/wissen/internationale-projekte/ecoregion-skat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZaCzlKYdYQ


 

 

 

The target values of the Programme-specific output measurable indicators were exceeded. 

- 60 major products & services related to ecological networks and green infrastructures were jointly 
developed 

- 66 758,09 hectares of habitats were supported with the aim of achieving a better state of 
conservation 

- 67 organisations participating in the development of green infrastructures were supported 
- 15 265 participants participated in joint training schemes 

The project Posilnenie biodiverzity a ekologickej siete na území rieky Moravy prostredníctvom 
manažmentu biotopov a environmentálnej výchovy/ Stärkung der Biodiversität und 
Lebensraumvernetzung in der Region der March durch Habitatmanagement und Umweltbildung 
contributed to sustainable development via biodiversity and green infrastructure development. This was 
supported by ecologically friendly biotope management in a way that allows for the maintenance of 
biotope connectivity, biodiversity, and valuable ecosystem functions on both sides of the Morava River. 
Project activities included the revitalization and management of 50 ha of terrestrial and aquatic biotopes 
and strengthening environmental education linked to nature tourism. Four eco-centres were established 
to strengthen future cross-border cooperation and raise awareness of the natural wealth of the Morava 
River area. Through environmental education, visitors and guests are informed on a daily basis about the 
natural values and care of this cross-border area, thereby increasing the acceptability of measures for its 
protection (https://www.3emoravanature.eu/). 

The aim of the project Ochrana a rozvoj prepojenia riečnych biotopov v oblasti Alpsko-karpatského 
koridoru/ Schutz und Entwicklung eines Lebensraumverbundes der Flüsse im Bereich des Alpen 
Karpaten Korridors was to connect the habitats in the Alpine-Carpathian region on the watercourses 
Rudava, Malina, Myjava and Močiarka in Slovakia and Schwechat and Fischa in Austria. Revitalisation 
measures improved the quality of river habitats, ecological status of watercourses and contributed to 
better flood protection in the area. Thanks to the project realisation, existing protected areas and Natura 
2000 sites are better networked and the conservation status of river-dependent species is appropriately 
improved (https://www.donauauen.at/sk/wissen/internationale-projekte/alpen-karpaten-fluss-korridor). 

To better protect and manage natural landscapes, the project Biologická regulácia komárov v slovensko-
rakúskom prihraničnom území/ Biologische Gelsenregulierung im slowakisch-österreichischen 
Grenzgebiet focused on the biological mosquito control throughout the border region along the Morava 
and Danube rivers. The overall objective of the project was to strengthen biodiversity protection in the 
border area through regional and cross-border harmonization and coordination of biological mosquito 
control procedures (https://mosquito-bioregulation.eu/). 

 

Priority axis 3 – Supporting sustainable transport solutions 

The objectives of the performance framework for 2023 were achieved at a sufficient level. The measurable 
indicator 7c1.2 No of jointly developed major products & services related to environment-friendly and low-
carbon transport systems was fulfilled to 100% (achieved 12 compared to the target of 12).  

https://www.3emoravanature.eu/
https://www.donauauen.at/sk/wissen/internationale-projekte/alpen-karpaten-fluss-korridor
https://mosquito-bioregulation.eu/


 

 

 

The financial measurable indicator F0003 Total funding certified to EC for Priority axis 3 was fulfilled to 
94,4% (achieved 8 998 219,94 EUR compared to the target of 9 528 143,00 EUR). The measurable 
indicator K3 No of contracted projects (7c) was fulfilled to 100% (achieved 2 compared to the target of 2). 

The Programme-specific result indicator R3.1 – Capacity in public cross-border transport on an average 
work-day was fulfilled to 35 148 (compared to the target value of 31 314,00, the achieved value was 
exceeded).   

Within the framework of SO 3.1 - Improve joint planning, coordination and practical solutions for an 
environmentally-friendly, low-carbon and safer transport network and services in the programme area, we 
can evaluate the implementation as follows: 

The fulfilment of the Programme-specific output measurable indicators was achieved as follows: 

- 12 major products & services related to environment friendly and low-carbon transport system 
were jointly developed 

- 8 organisations/entities participating in the development of environment friendly and low-carbon 
transport systems were supported  

- 227 participants participated in joint training schemes  

During the 2014-2020 programming period, 2 projects were supported under SO 3.1. 

Environmentally-friendly modes of transport were in the centre of the project Cezhraničné prepojenie 
územia medzi obcami Vysoká pri Morave a Marchegg formou cyklolávky cez rieku Morava as the 
footbridge for pedestrians and cyclists between the municipalities of Vysoká pri Morave and Marchegg, 
which are important regional and cross-border transport hubs, was constructed. The bridge significantly 
reduces the commuting time for residents living on both sides of the Morava River to nearby railway 
stations and public transport stops and connects cycle transport with the public transport. The availability 
of the Vysomarch bridge increases the proportion of passengers using sustainable forms of transport in 
the cross-border region, thus contributing significantly to the development of an environmentally friendly, 
low-carbon and safe transport network (https://sk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyklomost_VysoMarch; 
https://lamacan.sk/aktuality/cyklomost-vysomarch-je-hotovy). 

 

The project Clean Mobility contributed to greener regional mobility and improvement of the range of 
sustainable mobility options in the border region between Slovakia and Austria by better interconnection 
of Austrian and Slovak public transport information systems and improved access to transfers between 
bicycle, bus, train or car-sharing systems. Moreover, the project helped to raise public awareness of the 
benefits of clean and sustainable mobility through information campaigns and "Clean Mobility multipliers", 
the cities and municipalities that could follow this approach 
(https://www.idsbk.sk/system/projekty/cleanmobility/).   

Priority axis 4 – Strengthening cross-border governance and institutional cooperation 

The objectives of the performance framework for 2023 were achieved at a sufficient level. The measurable 
indicator 111.2 No of jointly developed major products & services related to institutional cooperation, 

https://sk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyklomost_VysoMarch
https://lamacan.sk/aktuality/cyklomost-vysomarch-je-hotovy
https://www.idsbk.sk/system/projekty/cleanmobility/


 

 

 

integrated frameworks and planning tools was fulfilled to 365,6% (achieved 29,2510 compared to the 
target of 8).  

The financial measurable indicator F0004 Total funding certified to EC for Priority axis 4 was fulfilled to 
83,3% (achieved 13 896 432,74 EUR compared to the target of 16 683 505,00 EUR). The measurable 
indicator K4 No of contracted projects (11) was fulfilled to 92,3% (achieved 12 compared to the target of 
13). 

Within the framework of SO 4.1 - Strengthen the institutional cooperation in the cross-border area 
through mobilizing stakeholders and building the capacities for planning and acting in the framework of 
multi-level governance, we can evaluate the implementation as follows: 

The target values of the Programme-specific output measurable indicators were exceeded. 

- 29,25 major products & services related to institutional cooperation, integrated frameworks and 
planning tools were jointly developed 

- 307 organisations participating in institutional cooperation were supported  
- 3 220 participants participated in joint training schemes 

The Programme-specific result indicator R4.1 – Intensity of cooperation of key actors in the programme 
area in order to strengthen institutional capacities was fulfilled to 2 (compared to the baseline value of 
2,9) and R4.2 - Intensity of cooperation of key actors in the programme area in order to strengthen the 
cooperation between educational institutions was fulfilled to 1,7 (compared to the baseline value of 2,3). 

The fulfilment of the R4.1 and R4.2 indicators was not achieved to the target value because of the external 
factors mostly caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which greatly affected cooperation, as visits between 
countries were impossible at that time. In addition, early elections in Slovakia were another of the external 
factors impacting the cross-border cooperation. Project staff changes as well as staff changes in project 
departments of the organizations in the years of the Programme implementation affected the cross-border 
cooperation too.   

During the 2014-2020 programming period, 10 projects were supported under SO 4.1. 

Within the project Protect Danube and Morava, flood risk cases were jointly assessed by the project 
partners Via Donau - Österreichische Wasserstraßen-Gesellschaft mbH and Slovenský vodohospodársky 
podnik. The project partners established joint data models (terrain model, hydrodynamic 2D model), 
analysed and established common understanding of flood risk and its management and planned common 
measures for flood protection facilities and structures. The Protect Danube and Morava project 
strengthened the institutional capacities of the relevant water management authorities and developed joint 
strategies for solutions (https://www.viadonau.org/unternehmen/projektdatenbank/prodam-protect-
danube-and-morava). 

 
10  The measurable indicator 111.2 No of jointly developed major products & services related to institutional cooperation, integrated 
frameworks and planning tools was fulfilled to 29,25 because of the project “305041AJK1 - baum_cityregion: príprava inštitucionalizácie 
funkčného cezhraničného mestského regiónu Bratislava - okolie / baum_cityregion: Gründungsvorbereitung für eine funktionale, 
grenzüberschreitende Stadtregion Bratislava-Umland”. By the end of the project implementation, the measurable indicator in question was 
fulfilled to the value of 1,25. After the end of the project implementation, the project partnership managed to fulfil the planned project indicator 
to the target value of 2, in form of the signed Partnership Agreement on the international cooperation.  

https://www.viadonau.org/unternehmen/projektdatenbank/prodam-protect-danube-and-morava
https://www.viadonau.org/unternehmen/projektdatenbank/prodam-protect-danube-and-morava


 

 

 

Owing to the project Bridges for Birth, cross-border transport of newborns from Hainburg to Kramáre 
hospital was pilot tested. As part of the project, a draft framework agreement between the Slovak Republic 
and the Republic of Austria on cross-border cooperation in the field of emergency medical services was 
also drawn up. The project developed the 2020 Cooperation Agenda, which identifies the main areas of 
potential cooperation and contains short-, medium-, and long-term goals for continuing cross-border 
cooperation. Proposals for necessary changes to the law were presented, as well as a draft framework 
agreement on cross-border cooperation in the field of emergency medical services. A procedure manual 
was developed, which was also tested in training transports and subsequently continuously improved and 
adapted. Partners from Landesklinikum Hainburg modernized a lung ventilator and a transport incubator 
to ensure faster and safer transport. After the end of the project, the process continued. The agreement 
between Slovakia and Austria on cross-border cooperation in the field of emergency medical services 
came into force (https://www.health.gov.sk/Clanok?mz-sr-rakusko-zachranky-spolupraca; 
https://zakony.judikaty.info/predpis/oznamenie-234/2025).  

Within the project Centre of Active Ageing – Kompetenzzentrum für körperliche Aktivität im Alltag; 
Prävention und Gesundheitsförderung bei Senioren/ Centrum aktívneho starnutia – kompetenčné 
centrum pre pohybovú aktivitu, prevenciu a podporu zdravia seniorov, program for the prevention and 
promotion of health among seniors was developed. Centre of active ageing was built in Bratislava, 
Slovakia and a cross-border coordinated information campaign aimed at raising awareness of the 
importance and possibilities of physical activity and health promotion for seniors was implemented. The 
creation of the Centre of Active Ageing has a long-term positive impact, as it enabled the creation of 
professional capacities (doctors, caregivers, physical therapists, and trainers) capable of providing 
consulting services and contributing to the dissemination of professional information in order to improve 
the quality of care in the field of physical activity and physical therapy for seniors. After the project was 
completed, selected services provided by the Centre of Active Ageing were included in the portfolio of 
health insurance companies (https://www.active-ageing.sk/; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwC89RS_fvc).  

In cooperation with stakeholders and project partners of the project Regional Cooperation SK-AT, barriers 
and obstacles to cross-border cooperation were identified. These barriers and obstacles were jointly 
analysed and compiled in a manual for better understanding of differences, so that they could serve as 
an important basis for the preparation of a repository of strategic topics. Questionnaire survey of public 
opinion made it possible to respond specifically to the needs of regions, municipalities, and residents. 
Intercultural trainings organised during the project served to improve the knowledge of key stakeholders 
(https://bratislavskykraj.sk/regionalny-rozvoj/projekty/zrealizovane/regional-cooperation-sk-at/). 

 

 

Within the framework of SO 4.2 - Strengthen the cooperation between educational institutions, we can 
evaluate the implementation as follows: 

The fulfilment of the Programme-specific output measurable indicators was achieved as follows: 

https://www.health.gov.sk/Clanok?mz-sr-rakusko-zachranky-spolupraca
https://zakony.judikaty.info/predpis/oznamenie-234/2025
https://www.active-ageing.sk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwC89RS_fvc
https://bratislavskykraj.sk/regionalny-rozvoj/projekty/zrealizovane/regional-cooperation-sk-at/


 

 

 

- 0 participants in joint cross-border education and training programs to promote youth 
employment, learning opportunities, and higher and vocational education 
The fulfilment of this output indicator was not achieved to the target value because of the external 
factors mostly caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which disabled visits between countries and 
paralyzed cross-border exchanges and travel at that time. The educational institutions were 
initially not prepared to carry out on-line education processes, especially in vocational schools 
and in technical and scientific universities where the physical attendance of students is 
necessary. Additionally, the projects partners addressed this topic mainly within the PA 1, where 
7 762 participants joined the cross-border education and training programs. 

- 6 major products & services related to pre-primary and primary education were jointly developed 
- 239 educational institutions directly involved in cooperation at pre-primary and primary level of 

education were supported 

During the 2014-2020 programming period, 2 projects were supported under SO 4.2. 

The quality of teaching in the field of multilingual education was improved within the cross-border 
cooperation of partners in the project Kooperácie v oblasti vzdelávania v pohraničnom regióne SK-
AT/Bildungskooperationen in der Grenzregion SK-AT. New multilingual teaching concepts and materials 
for schools and kindergartens were developed and subsequently tested. Through targeted further training 
of teaching staff and the introduction of didactic-methodological concepts into teaching practice, the 
concept of integrated language education has been permanently established in educational institutions. 
The final product of the project is a practically verified educational program to support continuous 
language education with a focus on experiential pedagogy (https://sk-at.big-projects.eu/index.php/de/).   

9.2. Specific measures taken to promote equality between men and women and prevent 
discrimination, in particular ensuring access for persons with disabilities, and measures taken 
to ensure the integration of gender equality into the operational program and projects 

The programme and each project have to act in respect of Horizontal principles. The program is not 
primarily focused on directly supporting disadvantaged groups or contributing to the promotion of gender 
equality, but individual project activities are intended to contribute to this goal.    

The potential applicants during the consultations process of project preparation were informed about the 
obligatory requirements relating to HPs. 

The applicants were specifically advised that: 

- project activities and management should not promote or ignore horizontal or vertical gender 
segregation, 

- educational activities should be conducted under conditions that do not disadvantage any of the 
target groups of the population, and the content of the education should not contain any 
information that in any way promotes discrimination or inequality between men and women, 

- during the construction or reconstruction of buildings or infrastructure, it is necessary to ensure 
the accessibility of the project outputs in question for persons with disabilities, with a focus on 
ensuring barrier-free access. 

https://sk-at.big-projects.eu/index.php/de/


 

 

 

Already in the project application form, the applicant was obliged to ensure that the implementation of the 
project does not violate horizontal principles. The applicant declared the project's compliance with the 
objectives of the horizontal principles of equality between men and women and non-discrimination by 
selecting eligible types of activities in the project application form. Additionally, the applicant declared 
compliance with horizontal principles in a self-declaration within the project application form. 

In practice, each project was subject to the verification of compliance with equal opportunities and non-
discrimination principles defined in EU and national legislation within the assessment and selection 
procedure. In order to increase the efficiency of the implementation of these principles, assessors 
participated in a special training on this issue. Compliance with equal opportunities and non-discrimination 
is part of the assessment criteria.  

The process of monitoring compliance with the horizontal principles of equality between men and women 
and non-discrimination was monitored at the project level through monitoring reports, which included a 
separate output containing information on horizontal principles (i.e. a description of the activities carried 
out, their results and an evaluation of their contribution to the achievement of the objectives of the 
horizontal principles), as well as through on-site checks of project implementation. 

9.3. Sustainable development 
The Priority Axis 2 – based on Investment Priorities 6c and 6d of the Programme was intended to support 
projects, which pro-actively support the principle of sustainable development; i.e. a considerable part 
(about 41%) of the total ERDF-allocation of the programme was dedicated to it. The significant financial 
weight of the Priority illustrates the willingness of the programme partners to contribute to sustainable 
development. In case of projects including support for environmentally friendly tourism and transport is 
an important issue in consultation and quality assessment. 

During the project application, the applicant had to, if relevant in terms of planned project activities, 
demonstrate compliance of activities with environmental impact assessment requirements. For certain 
types of activities, the opinion of the district office on the Slovak side was required. In case of investment 
projects and plans for the implementation of investment projects which, in terms of their activities, affect 
areas where compliance with NATURA 2000 site, protection requirements must be ensured. In the stage 
of the project application the applicants were obliged to submit confirmation from the state nature 
conservation authority that the project will not have an adverse impact on NATURA 2000 sites. 

At the programme level, representatives of environmental partners are nominated and involved as 
members of the Monitoring Committee, in particular the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic 
and Bundesministerium für Landwirtschaft, Regionen und Tourismus and Umweltdachverband on 
Austrian side. On Austrian side national and regional environmental authorities acted in this period as co-
financing bodies, thus demonstrating their commitment and consent to those project applications which 
in their view meet best the national and regional interests and legal provisions. On Slovak side the State 
Nature Conservancy and Slovak Water Management Company, state enterprise acted as beneficiaries in 
the projects. 

32,58 million EUR from ERDF were absorbed within this PA 2. Examples of the supported projects 
include, for instance, Treasures (total budget EUR 4.4 mn from ERDF), which focused on promotion of 



 

 

 

tourism, Ecoregion SK-AT (total budget EUR 4.3 mn from ERDF), which promoted the development of 
ecotourism and environmental education or 3EMoravaNature (total budget EUR 2.2 mn from ERDF) with 
the focus on conservation of biodiversity along the Morava river. 

9.4. Support used for climate change-related objectives 
Within the priority 1, in terms of the climate change-related objectives the projects focused on the 
strengthened cooperation between educational institutions and the economic sector, along with the 
development of innovative cross-border tools and capacity-building activities, that can foster climate-
responsive skills, technologies and strategies. 

Within the priority 2, the Programme supported projects focusing on eco-tourism and cycling as the 
environment-friendly type of tourism, on the green infrastructure, strategies to preserve biodiversity and 
preservation of wetlands and water protection with the aim to harmonise flood risk management in the 
cross-border river system and better interlink of natural habitats.  

Within the priority 3, by enabling cleaner, more efficient cross-border mobility through infrastructure such 
as the Vysomarch bridge and by supporting environmentally friendly transport concepts under the “Clean 
Mobility” project, the Programme contributed to the reduction of emissions, encouraged modal shift, and 
strengthened long-term climate resilience. 

Values are automatically generated by the SFC2014 system based on summary financial data broken 
down by priority in Table 7. 
Table 7. Amount of support used for climate change-related objectives 

Priority axis Amount of aid to be used for climate change 
objectives (in EUR) 

Share of total budgetary resources 
allocated to the operational program (in 
%) 

1 1 718 649,36 8,73% 
2 5 451 875,19 18,56% 
3 3 239 568,14 40,00% 
Total 10 410 092,69 13,72% 

 

9.5. The role of partners in implementing the program 
1. Monitoring Committee 

The Monitoring Committee included the following members: 

 

Members for the Slovak Republic Members for Austria 
Ministry of Investments, Regional 
Development and Informatization of the 
Slovak Republic 

Regionalmanagement Burgenland 



 

 

 

Ministry of Environment of the Slovak 
Republic 

Land Lower Austria, Department for 
International and Europe Affairs 

Bratislava self-governing region City of Vienna, Municipal Department for 
European Affairs 

Trnava self-governing region Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and 
Tourism 

City of Bratislava Federal Ministry of Education, Science and 
Research 

Ministry of Investments, Regional 
Development and Informatization - Managing 
authority - MIRDI SR 

Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, 
Care and Consumer Protection 

Ministry of Investments, Regional 
Development and Informatization, Central 
Coordination Body 

NÖ Regional GmbH 

Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic, 
Certifying Authority 

Federal Ministry of Education, Science and 
Research 

Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic, 
Audit Authority 

Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and 
Tourism – unit for Coordination of Cohesion 
Policy and ERDF in AT 

Association of Towns and Municipalities of 
Slovakia (ZMOS) 

Austrian Embassy, (Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs) 

Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Vienna Alliance of Environmental NGOs 
European Commission 

 

By 31 December 2023, 11 MC meetings and 37 written procedures had been held under the programme 
in the programming period 2014-2020. 

In accordance with Regulation (EU) No. 1303/2013 the MC monitors, examines, and comments in 
particular on: 

- the performance of the program in relation to the performance framework set out in the program;  

- progress made in implementing the evaluation plan and follow-up measures taken in response to the 
findings of evaluations;  

- implementation of the communication strategy; 

- measures to promote equality between men and women and non-discrimination, including access for 
persons with disabilities;  

- measures to promote sustainable development. 

The MC shall also approve and examine: 



 

 

 

- the methodology and criteria used for selecting projects and any revisions thereof in accordance with 
programming needs;  

- annual and final reports on the implementation of the program before they are officially sent to the 
European Commission;  

- the program evaluation plan and any changes to this plan;  

- the communication strategy for the program and any changes to this strategy;  

- all proposals by the Managing Authority to amend the program before they are officially sent to the 
European Commission. 

Besides the MC the Task Force (TF) has been established to support the programme implementation in 
all aspects, to discuss and to elaborate templates and documents. Focus has been put also on the 
discussion and the eventual adjustment of programme procedures. The TF members are nominated by 
MC and consist of the representatives of MA, representatives of member states, regions, FLC and JS. 
Other institutions or experts might have participated upon request of the MA or upon request of the 
members of the TF. During the programming period 14-20, in total 43 meetings of the TF were held. 

In the 2014-2020 programming period, the Managing Authority cooperated with Regional advisory 
Centres founded by MIRDI SR which serve also as consultation points for project ideas in the region.  

10. MANDATORY INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENTS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 111 (4) 
SUBSECTION 1, (A) AND (B) OF THE CPR AND ARTICLE 14 (4) §1, (A) AND (B) OF 
REGULATION (EU) No 1299/2013 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL 

10.1 Progress in implementing the Evaluation plan and follow-up measures taken in response to 
evaluation findings 

The updated Evaluation Plan for the Interreg V-A SK-AT Programme was approved by the members of 
the Monitoring Committee on 12.12.2018. The update of the Evaluation Plan resulted from the actual 
need to update the timeframe for the implementation of the interim evaluation and final evaluation of the 
Programme, to supplement information on the focus of the interim evaluation, and to reformulate selected 
parts of the document. Under the updated version of the Evaluation Plan, the interim evaluation of the 
program was scheduled for 2019 and the ex-post evaluation was to be carried out in 2022.  

The interim evaluation was carried out in the years 2019 and 2020.  

However, given the relatively slow start of the Programme and the associated delays in implementation, 
as well as the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated extension of projects, the actual start 
of the ex-post evaluation was planned in 2024. However, in 2024, it was agreed by the programme 
authorities that to save the programme´s resources and capacities the ex-post evaluation of 2014-2020 
programme period would be carried out together with the mid-term evaluation of 2021-2027 programming 
period as a joint exercise. The Managing authority aims to launch the joint procurement for the selection 
of external evaluator in early 2026. 



 

 

 

 

Evaluation  Fund Beginning 
of the 
evaluation 
(month) 

Beginning 
of the 
evaluation 
(year) 

End of the 
evaluation 
(month) 

End of the 
evaluation 
(year) 

Evaluation 
type 

Thematic 
Objective 

Topic (focus) of the 
evaluation 

Evaluation 
findings  

Expert interim 
evaluation of the 
Programme 
Interreg V-A Slovak 
Republic – Austria 
2014-2020 

ERDF September 2019 December 2020 Interim 
evaluation 

01 - Strengthening 
research, 
technological 
development, and 
innovation 
 
06 - Preserving 
and protecting the 
environment and 
promoting 
resource 
efficiency 
 
07 - Promoting 
sustainable 
transport and 
removing 
bottlenecks in key 
network 
infrastructures 

- answering strategic 
questions and adjusting 
the program if 
necessary 
- improving procedures 
and the effective use of 
funds in connection 
with technical 
assistance 
- developing a 
methodology (concept) 
to capture results and 
potential impacts at the 
program level 
- evaluation of the 
results achieved by the 
program 
- contribute to a 
common understanding 
between the 
implementing bodies 

The findings 
of the 
evaluation 
are detailed  
in the 
Evaluation 
Report 
(https://14-
20.sk-
at.eu/sk/doku
menty)  
 

https://14-20.sk-at.eu/sk/dokumenty
https://14-20.sk-at.eu/sk/dokumenty
https://14-20.sk-at.eu/sk/dokumenty
https://14-20.sk-at.eu/sk/dokumenty


 

 

 

11 - Strengthening 
the institutional 
capacities of 
public authorities 
and stakeholders 
and the efficiency 
of public 
administration 

and the wider group of 
program participants 
 



 

 

 

Measures taken by the MA: 

The adoption of follow-up measures in response to the findings of the interim evaluation of the program 
was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The implementation of the program slowed down again at that 
time (prolongation of project implementation, under-spending of project budgets due to the suspension of 
partial project activities, etc.). The MA adopted a series of measures to ensure the fulfilment of the binding 
programme plan, the fulfilment of the N+3 financial commitment, and to support the achievement of 
sufficient values of measurable indicators as described in the Chapter 14. 

10.2 Results of information and publicity measures implemented under the communication 
strategy 

The MA, in cooperation with the regional partners and JS, carried out the following activities by December 
31, 2023: 

1. Seminars for applicants  

The MA in cooperation with the JS organized seminars for applicants, the so-called Open Days in 
Bratislava and in Vienna. Consultation on project proposals were carried out. The aim of the seminars 
was to provide participants with important information and advice on how to correctly and smoothly 
navigate the individual calls for proposals, what the criteria are for eligible applicants and, last but not 
least, to answer specific questions from each participant during each presentation.  

2. Seminars for beneficiaries  

In-person as well as on-line seminars for beneficiaries were organized. Beneficiaries were informed 
mainly about project implementation, financial management and payments, public procurement, 
documentation and submission of expenditures, changes in the project and project publicity. 

3. Trainings on the work in ITMS2014+ monitoring system 

The MA organised training sessions on use of ITMS2014+ and provided necessary assistance to its 
users. The MA, in cooperation with the JS, organized seminars with the aim to instruct beneficiaries 
on how to work with the ITMS2014+ monitoring system, especially how to submit declared 
expenditures and payment requests. Two seminars in Bratislava and in Vienna were more complex, 
covering the whole work in the ITMS2014+ monitoring system, from the creation of the user account, 
through creating and submitting the project application, to project implementation, reporting and 
submission of declared expenditures and payment requests.  

4. Consultations 

Except of Open Days, JS staff provided ongoing consultations for every assessment round within the 
announced calls for proposals. In addition to face-to-face consultations, guidance was also provided 
via email and phone. The applicants were guided mainly in terms of the eligibility of applicants, project 
proposals, information on public procurement requirements, preparation of detailed project budgets, 
and the registration of project applications through the ITMS2014+ monitoring system.  

 

 



 

 

 

5. External expert assessors’ trainings   

The MA conducted training sessions for expert assessors of project applications. The aim of the 
training was to familiarize expert assessors with the method of assessing of project applications, the 
proper completion of assessment sheets, and the deadlines and form for submitting assessment 
sheets to the MA. 

6. Redesign of the Interreg SK-AT programme website 

The new website of the programme (www.sk-at.eu) was launched in February 2016; contents have 
been continuously updated since. Re-design of the website was completed in the end of 2018. The 
website got a modern user-friendly layout and along with the information about the Programme, 
including all relevant programme documentation as well as guidelines for applicants/beneficiaries, it 
provided up-to-date information about upcoming events. 

7. European Cooperation Day 

The MA organized the European Cooperation Day in 2018 in Vienna. During the event, which was 
attended by more than 180 visitors, many interesting expert inputs were presented and discussed, 
focusing on projects aimed at education and research. 

On the occasion of the European Cooperation Day, a joint event was organized by Interact in Vienna 
in 2021. Together with the Interact and Interreg Central Europe programme, the Interreg V-A 
Slovakia-Austria programme was presented to visitors of the famous street festival “Südwind”.  

Austrian part of the JS took part in the event “Wien in EUROPA. Urbane Perspektiven” (Day of 
Europe) organised by the MA27, City of Vienna on 9 May 2023. 

In May 2024, the Programme was part of the Europe Day 2024 held in Bratislava to introduce the 
Programme's activities to the wider public. 

8. Major Publicity Events including the Annual Events 

In November 2015, the kick-off event of the Programme for the programming period 2014-2020 was 
held. Furthermore, the Programme organized annual events with the aim to define the importance of 
innovation for Austria and Slovakia, as well as ways to increase the potential for innovation in the 
region through cross-border cooperation, focusing on projects aimed at education and research and 
on “breaking down the borders" among people living in the cross-border areas. 

In September 2023 the Kick-off event for the programming period 2021-2027 was organized in 
Bratislava-Devín, Slovakia.  

“Street fest” celebrating 30 years of the Slovak Republic and the bilateral relations of Slovakia and 
Austria was organised in Vienna in June 2023. 

9. Newsletter 

The MA regularly communicated the news and important updates in the Programme via the 
Programme newsletter as well. According to the available data, almost 50 newsletters were sent out 

http://www.sk-at.eu/


 

 

 

in the programming period 14-20, with the maximum reach per one newsletter being 4309 
subscribers.  

10. Social networks 

On Facebook, the MA/JS continuously informed the target groups about the stages of the 
implementation, provided useful information, downloadable documents and project news via 
Facebook. The Programme is also promoted via the official Facebook page of MIRRI SR. 

Currently, the Programme uses also LinkedIn and Instagram platforms, where the projects and the 
related activities implemented in the programming period 14 -20 are being promoted as well.  

11. Keep.eu 

Keep database with project information was regularly updated.  

12. “Become a reporter in the border region” 

At the end of 2021 an online competition for primary and secondary school students called “Become 
a reporter in the border region” was launched, with the aim to bring the Programme and its results 
closer to younger generations.  

13. Provision of promotional items 

Promotional items are used for seminars, conferences, monitoring committees, consultations, 
working meetings, and other events related to the presentation of the program. 

11. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PROVIDED DEPENDING ON THE CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES 
OF THE PROGRAMME BASED ON ARTICLE 111 (4) §2, (A), (B), (C), (D), (G) AND (H) OF THE 
CPR AND ARTICLE 14 (4), §2, (A), (B), (C) AND (F) OF REGULATION (EU) No 1299/2013 OF 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL 

11.1 Progress in implementation of the integrated approach to territorial development, including 
sustainable urban development, and community-led local development under the 
cooperation programme 

The Programme has decided to foster integrated development in three focus areas: 

• Supporting cooperation in spatial planning and social infrastructure provision in the Bratislava 
cross-border agglomeration (focus area 1); cross-border urban sprawl poses a multi-faceted 
challenge for local and regional governance in the urban territories of Bratislava and the 
adjacent municipalities on Austrian side. 

• Strengthening coordinated planning, funding and project implementation in the Danube-
MarchThaya Region (focus area 2) where the differing demands of nature protection, flood 
protection, agriculture and forestry, transportation and settlement areas require prudent 
strategy development and negotiation of compromises. 

• Strengthening the Smart City cooperation Vienna-Bratislava (focus area 3). 

Several projects that are relevant for these focal areas: 



 

 

 

- project BAUM_cityregion (total budget EUR 0,64 mn from ERDF) 

The “baum_cityregion” project was a step towards institutionalizing the cross-border urban region:  
the main goal was to establish a legal and financial basis for the urban region. In addition to this 
main goal, regular coordination between regional stakeholders aimed to lead to further 
intensification of institutional cooperation. Three action themes/areas of activity were developed: 
1. mobility, 2. space and environment, and 3. culture. Furthermore, a joint project office in 
Bratislava continued to operate (without co-financing from the project). The partners in the project 
were the capital city of Bratislava (lead partner), NÖ.Regional.GmbH and Regionalmanagement 
Burgenland. The strategic partners were Stadt-Umland Management Wien / Niederösterreich 
(SUM) and the Bratislava Self-Governing Region. The main target group of the project was the 
nine districts of Bratislava (new: participation of the Old Town district) and 15 Austrian towns and 
municipalities near the border, which are also the main area of implementation of the project. 

- project ProDaM (total budget EUR 1,1 mn from ERDF) 

Within the project “Protect Danube and Morava”, flood risk cases were jointly assessed by the 
project partners Via Donau - Österreichische Wasserstraßen-Gesellschaft mbH and Slovenský 
vodohospodársky podnik. The project partners established joint data models (terrain model, 
hydrodynamic 2D model), analysed and established common understanding of flood risk and its 
management and planned common measures for flood protection facilities and structures. The 
“Protect Danube and Morava” project strengthened the institutional capacities of the relevant 
water management authorities and developed joint strategies for solutions. 

- project AKK river (total budget EUR 1,74 mn from ERDF)  

The aim of the project “Ochrana a rozvoj prepojenia riečnych biotopov v oblasti Alpsko-
karpatského koridoru/ Schutz und Entwicklung eines Lebensraumverbundes der Flüsse im 
Bereich des Alpen Karpaten Korridors” was to connect the habitats in the Alpine-Carpathian 
region on the watercourses Rudava, Malina, Myjava and Močiarka in Slovakia and Schwechat 
and Fischa in Austria. Revitalisation measures improved the quality of river habitats, ecological 
status of watercourses and contributed to better flood protection in the area. Thanks to the project 
realisation, existing protected areas and Natura 2000 sites are better networked and the 
conservation status of river-dependent species is appropriately improved. 

- project DREAM SK-AT (total budget EUR 9,64 mn from ERDF) 

Collaborative research and innovation activities in form of the investment in a research facility to 
improve the integrated river management along the Danube River were fostered within the 
framework of the project “Výskum a manažment rieky Dunaj na Slovensku a v Rakúsku / 
Forschung und Management an der Donau in der Slowakei und in Österreich”. Project partners 
Universität für Bodenkultur Wien; BOKU - Wasserbaulabor Errichtungs- und Betriebs-
Gesellschaft m.b.H. on the Austrian side and Ústav krajinnej ekológie Slovenskej akadémie vied; 
Výskumný ústav vodného hospodárstva on the Slovak side jointly developed innovative 
monitoring strategies to provide comparable field data for Slovakia and Austria for the first time. 
New hydraulic engineering laboratory was built in Vienna and a hydraulic engineering laboratory 



 

 

 

in Bratislava was modernized. Newly installed equipment and innovative research facilities are 
improving the understanding of processes, enabling water management problems to be solved, 
and to formulate a joint SK-AT strategy for managing the Danube River. 

- project CAA (total budget EUR 2,71 mn from ERDF) 

Within the project “Centre of Active Ageing – Kompetenzzentrum für körperliche Aktivität im 
Alltag; Prävention und Gesundheitsförderung bei Senioren/ Centrum aktívneho starnutia – 
kompetenčné centrum pre pohybovú aktivitu, prevenciu a podporu zdravia seniorov”, program for 
the prevention and promotion of health among seniors was developed. Centre of active ageing 
was built in Bratislava, Slovakia and a cross-border coordinated information campaign aimed at 
raising awareness of the importance and possibilities of physical activity and health promotion for 
seniors was implemented. The creation of the Centre of Active Ageing has a long-term positive 
impact, as it enabled the creation of professional capacities (doctors, caregivers, physical 
therapists, and trainers) capable of providing consulting services and contributing to the 
dissemination of professional information to improve the quality of care in the field of physical 
activity and physical therapy for seniors. After the project was completed, selected services 
provided by the Centre of Active Ageing were included in the portfolio of health insurance 
companies 

- project Bridges4Birth (total budget EUR 0,36 mn from ERDF) 

The project “Bridges for Birth” laid the foundation stone for a long-term cross-border cooperation 
between Lower Austria and Slovakia in the cross-border transport of neonatal emergency cases. 
In addition to establishing cross-border cooperation between hospitals, which makes it possible 
to transfer neonatal emergency cases from the Hainburg hospital in Austria to the nearby National 
Institute of Children's Diseases in Slovakia, the potential for future cooperation has also been 
created and the basic framework conditions for the provision of cross-border patient care have 
been established. 

- project Vysomarch (total budget EUR 5,02 mn from ERDF) 

Environmentally friendly modes of transport were in the centre of the project “Cezhraničné 
prepojenie územia medzi obcami Vysoká pri Morave a Marchegg formou cyklolávky cez rieku 
Morava”. The footbridge for pedestrians and cyclists between the municipalities of Vysoká pri 
Morave and Marchegg, which are important regional and cross-border transport hubs, was 
constructed. The bridge significantly reduces the commuting time for residents living on both 
sides of the Morava River to nearby railway stations and public transport stops and connects 
cycle transport with the public transport. The availability of the Vysomarch bridge increases the 
proportion of passengers using sustainable forms of transport in the cross-border region, thus 
contributing significantly to the development of an environmentally friendly, low-carbon and safe 
transport network. 



 

 

 

11.2 Progress in implementation of actions to reinforce the capacity of authorities and 
beneficiaries to administer and to use the ERDF 

In 2023, there were no relevant changes concerning the administrative capacities of the Programme. 

In total eighteen seminars for applicants, the so-called Open Days in Bratislava and in Vienna were 
organized. Individual consultations on received project proposals were carried out. The aim was to 
provide participants with important information and advice on how to correctly and smoothly navigate 
the individual calls for proposals and what are the eligibility criteria for applicants. Except of Open 
Days, JS staff provided ongoing consultations for every assessment round within the announced calls 
for proposals. In addition to face-to-face consultations, guidance was also provided via email and 
phone. The applicants were guided mainly in terms of the eligibility of applicants, project proposals, 
information on public procurement requirements, preparation of detailed project budgets, and the 
submission of project applications through the ITMS2014+ monitoring system. 

In total eight seminars for Lead beneficiaries and partners (LB/PP Seminar) were organised. 
Representatives of the MA, JS and the FLC from Slovakia and from Vienna, Lower Austria and 
Burgenland presented the most important information and guidance in the context of the preparation 
and signature of the contract, the obligations of the beneficiaries/partners resulting from the 
implementation and monitoring of projects and the submission of payment requests, as well as 
information on project level communication. In addition to that, each project approved within the 
Programme received individual consultation by JS and FLC during these seminars. 

MA has initiated five complex ITMS2014+ training sessions for beneficiaries. The purpose of these 
training sessions was to provide guidance on how to work with ITMS2014+ to ensure a smooth 
programme implementation process. Representatives of MA/JS and FLC received separate training. 
The JS provided necessary ad-hoc assistance to its users, with the specific focus on beneficiaries 
and FLCs from Austria.  

Slovak beneficiaries implementing projects under Interreg V-A 2014-2020 had the possibility to ask 
the MA for consultation on the public procurement process concerning approved projects. 

Measures taken to reduce the administrative burden on beneficiaries: 

- simplification of application package and Programme documentation;  
- Frequent organization of seminars and webinars for beneficiaries; 
- Increased frequency of consultations for beneficiaries; 
- Active communication with beneficiaries; 
- Providing active support to beneficiaries with uploading documents into ITMS2014+ in order to 

facilitate and accelerate the process of submission and approval; 
- Issuing instructions and guidance on how to use the ITMS2014+; 
- Providing specific assistance to Austrian beneficiaries with ITMS2014+.  



 

 

 

11.3 Contribution to macro-regional and sea basin strategies 
The SK-AT cooperation programme paid due attention to the EU Strategy for the Danube Region 
(EUSDR) in the implementation phase. 
 

During the implementation, the cooperation programme Interreg V-A SK-AT ensured appropriate 
coordination with EUSDR by 

• The implementation of the cross-border cooperation programme is embedded into the 
strategic monitoring process STRAT.AT 2020 and the Partnership Agreement of the Slovak 
Republic. Ministry of Investments, Regional Development and Informatization of the Slovak 
Republic (MIRRI SR) is responsible for national coordination of the EUSDR strategy. The 
National Coordinator (NC) provides an overview of Slovakia's participation in all priority areas 
of the EUSDR (Priority Areas – PAs). The Government Office of the Slovak Republic is also 
involved, particularly through its role in the Slovak National Commission for Transnational 
Cooperation Programmes and Macro-regional Strategies, which supports Slovakia’s 
participation in the EUSDR.  

• Activities and/or projects contributing to the EUSDR are identified in an appropriate way. This 
approach includes the consideration of EUSDR aspects in programme evaluations and 
reports, specifying how the cooperation programme contributes to the challenges and priority 
actions identified by the EUSDR. At project level, during the project application stage, the 
applicants are asked in the application form to describe the potential contribution to macro-
regional strategies. The intended contribution is assessed during the quality assessment of 
the project applications. It is part of the assessment of the application’s relevance for EU 
respectively national and regional strategies. 

Interreg SK-AT contributed to the implementation of the macro-regional EU Strategy for the Danube 
Region (EUSDR) in particular to the following Priority Areas: 

• PA 1B | Mobility | Rail-Road-Air 

• PA 03 | Culture & tourism 

• PA 06 | Biodiversity, landscapes, quality of air and soils 

• PA 07 | Knowledge society 

• PA 09 | People & skills 

• PA 10 | Institutional capacity and cooperation 

11.4 Progress in the implementation of actions in the field of social innovation 
Not relevant for Interreg V-A SK-AT. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Part C – Information provided in the final report (Article 50(5) of the CPR) 

12. FINANCIAL INFORMATION AT PRIORITY AXIS AND PROGRAMME LEVEL 
13 14 

Data for performance review and performance framework purposes 

Implementation report submitted in 2019 Final Implementation Report 

Total eligible expenditure incurred and paid 
by beneficiaries by 31 December 2018 and 

certified to the European Commission  
(Article 21(2) of the CPR) 

Total eligible expenditure incurred and paid 
by beneficiaries by 31 December 2023 and 

certified to the European Commission 
(Article 22(7) of the CPR) 

1 238 275,03 EUR 78 102 281,75 EUR11 

 

13. SMART, SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH 

EU2020 strategy emphasizes smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth as a means of overcoming the 
structural weaknesses of the European economy, improving its competitiveness and productivity, and 
strengthening a sustainable social market economy.  

The SK-AT cooperation programme contributed to Europe 2020 through investing in the following 
thematic objectives (TOs): 

• TO 1) Strengthening research, technological development and innovation (IP 1b) 
• TO 6) Preserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource efficiency (IPs 6c, 6d) 
• TO 7) Promoting sustainable transport and removing bottlenecks in key infrastructure networks 

(IP 7c) 
• TO 11) Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities, and stakeholders and efficient public 

administration by promoting cooperation (according to Reg. (EU) 1299/2013, Article 7 (a) iv) 

Based on the strong and relatively stable economic and political development of the programme area, the 
Interreg V-A SK-AT cooperation programme aimed at further socio-economic and administrative 
integration for a well-performing European region based on sustainable development. 

Targeted cross-border cooperation included: 

• development of strategic frameworks and shared perspectives, and 
• pilot actions that enabled actors to develop new approaches on a common basis. 

The activities were implementation-oriented and included definition of joint objectives, development of 
joint action plans, the establishment of binding commitments of partners and the joint implementation and 

 
11 The data calculated as of October 13, 2025.  



 

 

 

management of actions including training and capacity building. The INTERREG V-A SK-AT Programme 
identifies the following contribution of the program to the main objectives of the EU2020 strategy: 

Systematic modernisation of national educational systems at all levels promoting smart investments to 
increase quality and relevance of educational outcomes in relation to labour market: 

The systematic modernisation of national educational systems at all levels was being advanced through 
promoting smart investments to enhance quality and align education with labour market needs. 
Cooperation with employers strengthens the relevance and quality of study programmes by ensuring that 
graduates acquire skills demanded in specific sectors. Projects such as the CARLiS programme have 
improved PhD employability in Life Sciences through career mapping, skills analysis, and training in 
entrepreneurship, communication, and knowledge transfer. The project “Integrated Cross-Border Medical 
Education in Anatomy”12 aimed to modernise anatomy teaching using hybrid virtual-traditional seminars, 
3D visualization tools, and digital learning platforms. “The Let´s Be Fit for Industry 4.0”13 project developed 
innovative vocational training curricula in robotics, mechatronics, and 3D printing, tested through cross-
border teacher and student exchanges. Meanwhile, “The Robotics Education driven by Interregional 
Cooperation”14 project inspired young people to pursue STEM careers and increased the number of 
regional graduates and researchers.  

To support the priority “Smart growth” (development of an economy based on knowledge and innovation) 
and the Europe 2020 strategy Flagship Initiative "Innovation Union" to reform national and regional 
research and innovation systems and foster excellence and smart specialisation, to reinforce cooperation 
between universities, research and business, to implement joint programming: 

Interreg SK-AT programme contributed directly to this goal by enhancing cross-border cooperation with 
the EU-added value. “The Nutrition and Healthy Ageing”15 project improved research infrastructure at 
Bratislava University and identified optimal nutrient doses for healthy ageing, integrating results into 
medical, nutritional, and public health education. “The Danube Research and Management”16 project 
established one of Europe’s leading river research laboratories, developing joint Slovak–Austrian 
monitoring and modelling strategies to improve water management and understand river dynamics. The 
“Digital Village” project piloted digital innovations in urban and rural communities, including interactive 
heritage experiences through 3D technology, a “Green Map” app for urban environmental data, and ICT 
tools to support regional development. Together, these projects strengthen scientific excellence, digital 
transformation, and innovation capacity, creating a foundation for a more connected and knowledge-
driven cross-border region. 

Halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem functions, and restoring them to the 
extent feasible: 

 
12  Integrovaná cezhraničná lekárska výučba virtuálnej a tradičnej anatómie / Integrierte virtuelle und traditionelle Anatomie – Exzellenz in der 
grenzüberschreitenden medizinischen Ausbildung 
13 Buďme fit pre Priemysel 4.0. - cezhraničná podpora zručností Fit für die Industrie 4.0 - grenzüberschreitende Förderung von Fertigkeiten 
14  Robotics Education driven by Interregional Cooperation Vzdelávanie prostredníctvom robotiky podporené medziregionálnou spoluprácou/ Robotics 
Education driven by Interregional Cooperation Bildung mittels Robotik unterstützt durch interregionale Kooperation 
15 Výživa a zdravé starnutie / Ernährung und gesundes Altern 
16 Výskum a manažment rieky Dunaj na Slovensku a v Rakúsku / Forschung und Management an der Donau in der Slowakei und in Österreich 



 

 

 

Interreg SK-AT projects played a vital role in achieving these goals by improving ecological connectivity 
and promoting sustainable environmental management. The project “Enhancing Biodiversity and 
Ecological Networks along the Morava River”17 revitalised 50 hectares of land and aquatic habitats, 
established four eco-centres, and strengthened environmental education to raise public awareness. “The 
Blooming Landscapes for Butterflies”18 project created interactive biocentres and flower-rich habitats in 
Slovak and Austrian towns, engaging citizens and visitors through educational activities on biodiversity. 
“The Protection and Development of River Habitat Connectivity in the Alpine-Carpathian Corridor”19 
improved the ecological condition of rivers through pilot revitalisation measures, enhancing flood 
protection and connecting Natura 2000 sites. Finally, the “Biological Mosquito Control in the Slovak–
Austrian Border Area”20 harmonised cross-border approaches to pest management, helping protect both 
biodiversity and local communities. Together, these approaches foster ecological resilience, sustainable 
cooperation, and Interreg SK-AT long-term stewardship of natural resources across the shared region. 
 

The Flagship Initiative "Resource efficient Europe" in the framework of the Europe 2020 strategy aimed 
at modernising and decarbonising the transport sector: 

Interreg SK-AT cross-border cooperation projects contributed by supporting cross-border environmentally 
friendly transport. Within the project “The Cross-Border Connection between Vysoká pri Morave and 
Marchegg”21 a pedestrian and cycling bridge across the Morava River was built, significantly reducing 
travel time to nearby train stations and integrating cycling with public transport. This investment promoted 
safe, low-carbon, and sustainable mobility across the region. The “Clean Mobility” project improved 
access to eco-friendly transport by connecting Austrian and Slovak information systems and enhancing 
multimodal transport hubs. It enabled seamless transitions between bicycles, buses, trains, and shared 
mobility options while increasing public awareness through information campaigns. Together, these 
initiatives foster efficient, accessible, and environmentally responsible transport solutions in the cross-
border region. 

14. ISSUES AFFECTING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PROGRAMME AND MEASURES TAKEN 
— PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK 

The performance framework targets set for 2018 were not achieved.  

The reasons for not achieving the indicator´s milestones for 2018 lie mainly in the delayed implementation 
of the Programme, which has been caused by several factors, such as implementation of legislative 
changes into programme documents (contract template approved only in January 2018), adaptation of 
ITMS2014+ to the specific needs of the Programme, the extended length for approving the minutes 
(inquiry to partially improve the formulation of project conditions), the deadlines given to the applicants for 

 
17 Posilnenie biodiverzity a ekologickej siete na území rieky Moravy prostredníctvom manažmentu biotopov a environmentálnej výchovy / Stärkung der 
Biodiversität und Lebensraumvernetzung in der Region der March durch Habitatmanagement und Umweltbildung 
18 Kvitnúca krajina pre motýle na Slovensku a v Rakúsku / Blühende Landschaften für Schmetterlinge in SK und AT 
19 Ochrana a rozvoj prepojenia riečnych biotopov v oblasti Alpsko-karpatského koridoru / Schutz und Entwicklung eines Lebensraumverbundes der Flüsse im 
Bereich des Alpen Karpaten Korridors 
20 Biologická regulácia komárov v slovensko-rakúskom prihraničnom území / Biologische Gelsenregulierung im slowakisch-österreichischen Grenzgebiet 
21 Cezhraničné prepojenie územia medzi obcami Vysoká pri Morave a Marchegg formou cyklolávky cez rieku Morava 



 

 

 

meeting the conditions (call for completion) and preoccupation of MA capacities with fulfilment of the N+3 
rule in the last quarter of 2018. Moreover, lower fulfilment of programme indicators with the PA3 lied within 
the financial and organisational complexity of projects, which implies that there was only a limited number 
of potential beneficiaries (almost exclusively from public sector) with the capacity to undergo such 
challenge. The MA has carried out negotiations with programme partners with the aim to re-identify needs 
of programme area and discussions with representatives of regions about possible project proposals in 
order to distribute the resources in a way that they cover the needs of the region in accordance with 
Cooperation Programme. In addition, the 2018 municipal elections in Slovakia, which in some cases 
resulted in changes in municipal management bodies, might have played a role in postponement of 
realisation of planned projects. 

The MA together with Programme partners continued to follow the measures adopted in 2018 and further 
developed in the following years to ensure the smooth implementation of the Programme, e.g. intensifying 
communication with beneficiaries, increasing the number of information seminars and webinars, providing 
frequent guidance and accelerating the processes.  

Two circumstances occurred in 2020 that negatively affected the programme performance, i.e.: 1) the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 2) the transition of the MA from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development of the SR to the newly established Ministry of Investments, Regional Development and 
Informatization of the SR as of 1st October 2020.  

The extraordinary situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in significant changes and shifts 
in implementation through submitted requests for changes in the implementation of project activities by 
beneficiaries. The MA worked intensively to resolve the situation in an effort to facilitate the resolution of 
problems arising in connection with the pandemic, e.g., by informing beneficiaries about the possibilities 
of extending projects. The COVID-19 pandemic also had a significant impact on project implementation 
costs; there was a significant reduction in expenditure, e.g., on travel or activities aimed at opening newly 
built/renovated areas or activities focused on in-person seminars, workshops and events.  

In 2021 and 2022 COVID-19 pandemic situation had still a significant impact on the implementation of the 
Programme. Furthermore, in 2022 rising costs on construction markets, disruption of supply chains and 
increasing rate of overall inflation posed another challenge for beneficiaries and Programme authorities. 

Despite external factors caused by the accumulation of several crises (the COVID-19 pandemic, rising 
construction material prices, inflation, the war in Ukraine), the MA fulfilled all targets for 2023 in terms of 
performance framework indicators and the n+3 target was fulfilled in the years under review. 

Measures taken: 

Based on the REGULATION (EU) 2020/558 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL of 23 April 2020 amending Regulations (EU) No 1301/2013 and (EU) No 1303/2013 as regards 
to specific measures to provide exceptional flexibility for the use of the European Structural and 
Investments Funds in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the Programme requested the temporary 
increase of the co-financing rate to 100 % in all priority axes to ease the burden caused by the COVID-
19 crisis. The co-financing rate of 100 % was applied to expenditures declared in payment applications 
during the accounting year starting on the 1st of July 2020 and ending on the 30th of June 2021 for all 



 

 

 

priority axes of the Programme. Additionally, 100 % co-financing rate from the ERDF was also applied for 
the accounting year from 1.7.2021 to 30.6.2022 as well.  

In 2021, the proposal for modification of Interreg V-A SK-AT Cooperation programme that contained 
reallocation of the remaining financial resources in the amount of EUR 1.56 mn from the PA 3 into PA 2 
was prepared by the MA. The aim was to address the challenges on the level of the Programme and to 
maximize the overall performance of the Programme and its impact in the Programme area through 
achieving the full use of funds allocated for the Programme, and with the aim to avoid possible losses at 
the end of the programming period. 

In 2024, the MA used the possibility applying 100% ERDF co-financing for all priority axes in the last 
accounting year as one of the tools for effectively achieving the highest possible absorption of the financial 
allocation at the priority axis level in accordance with Article 130 of the CPR. Additionally, the flexibility of 
the financial plan of up to 15% at the priority axis level was applied in accordance with the EU legislation 
in 2024 as well. 
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